OBJECTIVE:  DISCUSS FACTORS FORGING U.S. ANTEBELLUM 

DATE:            ECONOMY (1790-1860)

                                            U.S. population doubles every 25 yrs. (world 4th lg.) 

A.  Population Growth        westward expansion (causes) - fur trade, land 

                                            from 13 to 33 states (continental expansion)

B.  Immigration waves (1830-1860)

                            1 & half million arrived in U.S due to Potato Famine(1840)

      1.  Irish         settled mostly in N.Y. & Boston in low paying jobs

                           faced opposition from "nativist groups" (N.I.N.A. signs)

                          gained success in political machines (voted in blocks)

                                   came seeking political freedom 

      2.  Germans         had moderate wealth, moved & settled west (Wisconsin) 

                                  Contributions - x-mas tree, kindergarten, Kentucky rifle

                                                       conestoga wagon

                                                    religious invasion (Roman Catholics)      

      3.  Nativist Movement          losing political power (Know-Nothing Party)

                (reasons)                      foreign customs - language, drinking habits

                                                                            (German) (beer/whiskey) 

C.  The Industrial Revolution (1750-1860)

                                                        "put-out-system" replaced by "factory system"

      1.  industrial mechanization       inventions aid U.S. industry

                                                         textiles industry develops w/ cotton gin 

                                                         steam power

                                                   long hours, low wages "wage slaves"                        

            a.  negative effects         unsanitary, unsafe working conditions  

                                                 labor union & strikes illegal

                                                 strikes legalized in Mass. (Commonwealth v. Hunt)   

                                                  U.S. industrial independence  

                                                  improved living conditions (middle class & millionaires)
            b. positive effects          women social independence- worked as 

                                                  (factory workers, nurses, teachers)

                                                  diminished "cult of domesticity" & increased 

                                                  "domestic feminism" 

                                                        Midwest (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois) becomes

D.  "Revolution" in the Farms        breadbasket of the world

                                                        Inventions = increased production

                                                        (steel plow, mower-reaper) = (grains, corn, hogs) 
                                          Turnpikes (Lancaster, National/Cumberland Road) 

E.  Transportation &         Steamboats & Canals 

      Communication           railroads

      "Revolution"               clipper ships & Pony Express, stagecoaches

                                          Land Trails (Oregon, Spanish, Mormon, Santa Fe, 

                                                                            California)
                                        Telegraph & transcontinental telegraph

