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Bailey, Chapter 16:  The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790-1860


The Revival of Religion

a) Declining Orthodoxy in the 1790s-1850s

1. ¾ of Americans attend church, but challenges to religion persist

2. Rationalism – reason over revelation

· Thomas Paine, The  Age of Reason (1794)

· Churches “set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and monopolize power and profit.”

· Deism

· Doctrine supported by most of the founding fathers

· Belief in supreme being/creator, but not in the divinity of Christ

3. New religious groups 

· Unitarianism

· Emerges in New England at the end of the 18th c. 

· Doctrines challenge traditional churches

· Belief in one-personal God (not trinitarian)

· JC not divine

· Man’s nature is essentially good, not evil

· God = loving Father, not stern judge

· Appeals to intellectuals (e.g., Ralph Waldo Emerson)

b) Second Great Awakening (c. 1800)

1. Begins on southern frontier and sweeps across the US

· Camp Meetings

· Up to 25,000 people gathering for weeks

· Itinerant preachers (“circuit riders”)

· Boost church membership and stimulate humanitarian reforms

· Baptist and Methodist churches grow the most

· E.g., missionary work with western Indians, in Hawaii,  and Asia

· Abolitionism, women’s rights, temperance

2. Prominent individuals

· Peter Cartwright

· Methodist circuit rider

· Poorly educated, but a tireless orator

· Converts 1000s – punches out hecklers

· Charles Grandison Finney

· Greatest revival preacher

· Trained as a lawyer, but becomes a preacher after a conversion experience

· Leads massive revivals in Rochester (1830) and NYC (1831)

· Promotes “Radical Reforms” 

· Egalitarianism:  women should pray aloud during services

· Abolitionism

· Temperance

· President of OBERLIN COLLEGE 

3. Rise of new denominations

· Millerites (Adventists)

· Emerges in the “Burned Over District” of Western NY in 1830s

· William Miller

· Preach Christ’s return on Oct. 22, 1844


· The Mormons

· 1830:  Joseph Smith founds the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons)

· translates Book of Mormon from gold plates he reported to have received from the Angel Moroni (he was able to read by holding two special stones up to his eyes – then rushed home a re-wrote the book from memory)

· encounters hostility from non-Mormons

· Mormon Exodus:  NY to OH to IL (Joseph Smith killed in Carthage, IL) to UT

· Salt Lake City

· Brigham Young leads Mormons from Nauvoo, IL to Salt Lake City 1846-1847

· By 1848 – 5,000 settlers in SLC – population aided over the years by immigration and polygamy (Young had 27 wives and 56 kids!)

· “A frontier theocracy”

· 1850 – Young is elected territorial governor (statehood delayed until 1896 b/c of polygamous practices)

4. Fragmentation of existing denominations

· Class divisions

· Wealthy, prosperous individuals tend to stay in non-revived churches (Episcopalian; Congregationalist) or Unitarian church

· Poor, less educated flock to Methodism, Baptism, or new sects

· Regional divisions:  East v. West

· Divisions of churches N & S over slavery

· 1844-45:  Southern Baptists & Southern Methodists split with Northern Baptists and Northern Methodists

· 1857:  Presbyterian divides into N. & S.

· secession of southern churches foreshadows the secession of southern states

· order of split:  churches; political parties; Union

The Revival of Education

c)  Grade schools

1. Tax-supported schools boom between 1825-1850

· Intimately connected with the “new democracy”

· If men will vote they must be educated

· Vote increases influence of laborers and farmers who want their children educated

· Wealthy view tax-supported education as “insurance premium” paid for stability and democracy (prevents the rise of an ignorant rabble)

2. Problems with Public Schools

· Short school years (only a few months)

· Inadequate teachers (mostly men) 

· Ill-tempered, ill-trained, ill-paid

· Usually know only slightly more than their oldest students.  (NOT LIKE TODAY, HUH?)

· Inadequate curriculum – the three “R’s”

· Many are left out of the educational system

· Only 100 public secondary schools in 1860

· 1million white adults are illiterate in 1860

· blacks barred in the south, and usually from northern schools as well

3. School Reforms

·  Horace Mann (1796-1859)

· Brown University grad;  secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education

· Pushes for more and better schools, longer terms, higher pay, better training, and an expanded curriculum

· Noah Webster (1758-1843)

· “schoolmaster of the Republic”;  Yale grad

· develops patriot “reading lessons” used by millions

· publishes Webster’s Dictionary in 1828 – helps standardize the American language

· William H. McGuffey (1800-1873)

· Teacher-preacher

· 122 million copies of McGuffey’s Readers 

· teach grammar as well as patriotism, morality, and idealism

d) Higher Education

1. Colleges and Universities in the South

· Great Awakening colleges

· Generally small, denominational, liberal arts 

· Tend to be academically poor and tradition-bound

· State-supported universities

· North Carolina (1795)

· University of Va. (1819)

· Brainchild of Thomas Jefferson

· Dedicated to freedom from religious/political influence

· Emphasis on modern languages and sciences

2. Women’s education

· Biases against educating women in the early 19th century

· Women’s place is in the home

· Too much learning “injures the feminine brain”

· Opportunities expand in the 1820s and 30s

· Emma Willard establishes Troy (New York) Female Seminary in 1821

· Oberlin College goes co-ed in 1837

· Mary Lyon found Mount Holyoke Seminary in 1837

3. Lyceums and Libraries

· Private or subscription libraries emerge
· The Lyceum Mov’t
· Traveling lecturers brought in by Lyceum Associations (3,000 in 1835)
· Provides platforms for speakers in science, literature, and moral philosophy
· Showcases talented talkers 
· E.g. Ralph Waldo Emerson
· New Magazines and Publications
· North  American Review (1815)
· Godey’s Lady’s Book (1830-1898) – circulation of 150,000
II. Social Reform Movements, 1790-1860

a) The upshot of reform movements

1. the reformers mindset

· utopian mindset of the 1800s

· miracle medicines, communal living, polygamy, celibacy, spiritualists, fad diets

· attacks on “societal evils” abound

· Societies v. tobacco, profanity, Sunday mail delivery  and SLAVERY (most significant!)

· Inspired by the optimism of the Second Great Awakening; dream of perfecting society

· Women play a prominent role

b) Significant reform movements of the 19th c.

1. Debt-imprisonment reform

· 100s imprisoned even into the 1830s

· abolished by state legislatures as more working men gain the ballot in the 1830s

2. Criminal code reforms/Prison Reform

· reduction in # of capital crimes

· brutal punishments eliminated (branding, whipping)

· notion of prison mission changes

· emphasis on reform rather than punishment

· reformatories, houses of correction, penitentiaries

3. Reforms in treatment of the insane

· 19th century treatment of the insane:  treated as beasts; changed in jails or poorhouses

· Dorothea Dix

· New England teacher and author 

· Travels 60,000 miles in 8 years delivering reports on the conditions

· Massachusetts Petition of 1843

4. Pacifist movements

· 1828 American Peace Society

5. Temperance movements (v. Demon Rum)

· the problem of alcohol

· American Temperance Society (1826)

· Founded in Boston;  1000 local chapters within a few years

· Anti-liquor crusade:

· Temperance pledges and the “Cold Water Army” (kid’s clubs); pamphlets; pictures; lecturers

· T.S. Arthur, Ten Nights in a Barroom and What I Saw There  (1854) 

· Popular anti-liquor novel; describes the ruin of a happy village by Sam Slade’s tavern. 

· Bestseller in the 1850s (second only to Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin)

· 2  strategies of the temperance movement

· persuasion

· temperance:  encourage individuals to moderate or quit alcohol use

· legislation

· Neal S. Dow and the Maine Law 1851

· Prohibits the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor

· By 1857, a dozen states had prohibition laws (most repealed, ignored, or declared unconstitutional by 1860s)
III. The Women's Movement in Antebellum America

a) Women's role in society 

1. women's subordinate role:  "the submerged sex”

· no vote, husband has control (beating allowed), property passes to husband when married

2. differences between American women and European women

· relative scarcity of American women on the frontier increases their power

3. economic forces exacerbate gender differences

· men/women have different economic roles

· women seen as physically and emotionally weak, but artistic and refined

· seen as moral guardians – given responsibility for teaching children the morals of the Republic at home

· men are strong but crude; always in danger of slipping into beastly way of life if not guided by the hands of their women

4. Reformers agitate for women's rights 

· Conservatives such as Catharine Beecher exult "cult of domesticity"

· Liberal reformers seek to bring women out of private and into public sphere:

· Lucretia Mott

· 1840:  Mott and female delegates at the London Anti-Slavery Convention not recognized

· Elizabeth Cady Stanton

· Calls for women’s suffrage:  helps found the NWSA 

· Susan B. Anthony 

· Militant women’s rights lecturer

· Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell 

· First female med school graduate

· Margaret Fuller

· Editor of The Dial – a Transcendentalist journal

· Sarah and Angelina Grimke

· Anti-slavery activists

· The Seneca Falls Convention (1848) & the "Declaration of Sentiments"

5. Gains made by women in the antebellum period (but still no vote)

IV. Utopian Movements in the Antebellum Period
a) Over 40 Utopian societies emerge;  part of the spirit of the age 

1. Robert Owen - New Harmony, Indiana (1825)

· Wealthy and idealistic textile manufacturer from Scotland

· 1000 people 

2. Brook Farm, Massachusetts (1841)

· Transcendentalist

· Experiment in “plain living and high thinking”

· Fails due to debt – inspires Hawthorne’s The Blithedale Romance.

3. Oneida Colony, New York (1848) -- "Make Love, Not Silverware!

· Free love and birth control (coitus reservatus)

· Dabbles in eugenics

4. Shakers
· Founded in 1770s – 6,000 members by 1840

· Mother Ann Lee 
· Marriage and sex prohibited:  Shakers are virtually extinct by 1940
V. Reforms in Science and Needed Reforms in Medicine

a) Americans typically more interested in practical science & invention

1. Americans interested in promoting safety, speed, and economy

· Jefferson’s inventions (the moldboard of least resistance:  a better plow)

· Matthew Maury (oceanographer) – writes on ocean winds and currents 

b) Scientific advancements during antebellum period

1. Professor s Benjamin Silliman; Louis Agassiz; Asa Gray

2. John J. Audubon & Birds of America
c) Medicine in antebellum America

1. Public health poor

· Plagues common

· cholera epidemics, smallpox, yellow fever

2. Substandard cures & doctors

3. life expectancy 

· 40 year for white males in 1850.

4. Self prescribed patent medicines

VII:  Movements in Art and Literature
a) American architecture

1. Greek revivalism and Neo-Gothic structures

2. Thomas Jefferson, Americas foremost architect

b) American art

1. Early portrait painters:

· Gilbert Stuart

· Charles Wilson Peale

2. The Hudson River School -- landscape art

3. Daguerreotypes
c) Music

1. "Darky" tunes  & minstrel shows

a) American literary movements

1. Early literature:  political essays & orations

2. The Knickerbocker group:

· Washington Irving:  Knickerbocker's History of New York (1809),  The Sketchbook (1819-1820)

· James Fenimore Cooper: The Spy (1821); Leatherstocking Tales,  Last of the Mohicans
· William Cullen Bryant:  "Thanatopsis" (1817)

3. The Transcendentalist Movement

· the philosophy of transcendentalism

· Truth transcends the senses; not accessible by observation alone

· Inner light in every person

· religious and social individualism (self-reliance)

· exaltation of the dignity of the individual

· Ralph Waldo Emerson

· Henry David Thoreau

· Walden:  Or Life in the Woods (1854)

· On the Duty of Civil Disobedience (1849)  (http://www2.cybernex.net/~rlenat/civil.html)

· Walt Whitman

· Leaves of Grass (1855)

4. Other Literary Voices

· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· "Evangeline",  "The Courtship of Miles Standish"

· John Greenleaf Whittier

· James Russell Lowell

· Biglow Papers (1846)

· Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes

· "The Last Leaf"

· William Gilmore Simms

· Edgar Allen Poe

· Nathaniel Hawthorne

· The Scarlet Letter (1850)

· Herman Melville

· Moby Dick (1851)

5. American historians emerge (finally, the important stuff!)

· George Bancroft - "The Father of American History"

· William Prescott

· Francis Parkman

