AP United States History

Mr. Caroddo
Bailey, Chapter 17: The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793-1860


I. The Southern Cotton Kingdom

a) The effect of the Eli Whitney's cotton "gin"  (1793)

1. short-staple cotton

2. reinvigoration of slavery and the one-crop economy

3. Northern economic connection with cotton…

4. Cotton is King! 

· = 50% of all American exports after 1840

· south produces 50% of worlds supply of cotton

· Britain = worlds largest industrial power; 1/5 of GB's population involved in textile manufacturing; 75% of GB's raw cotton comes from US.

II.  Society in the Cotton Kingdom
a) The Planter Aristocracy

1. south more of an oligarchy than a democracy

2. wealth & power concentrated in the hands of an elite upper class (cottonocracy)

· 1,733 families own 100+ slaves

· send children to best schools -- perpetuates lack of public ed. in South

· sense of obligation to serve the public (a sort of "oblige noblesse")

3. aristocracy attempts to perpetuate a form of feudalism

· admire writings of Sir Walter Scott (author of Ivanhoe)

· see themselves as "feudal lords"  -- paternalism over "their people" (slaves)

III. Economic Weaknesses of the Plantation System 

a) Plantation agriculture is land intensive, leads to soil depletion ("land butchery")

b) Cotton production is monopolistic:

1. Small farmers driven to the wall by declining prices and sell to larger neighbors

c) Involves huge capital investments (land and labor) 

1. slaves are a heavy investment in capital 

· up to $1,200 per head

· subject to illness, injury, running away

d) Discourages economic diversification

1. one-crop system makes the entire southern economy dependent on fluctuating price of cotton

2. no diversification = no insurance in the case of a cotton blight (e.g, the boll weevil, or drought)

3. prevents investment in manufacturing operations

e) Discourages immigration

1. 1860:  only 4.4% of southern population is foreign-born (compare with 18.7% in north)

2. factors discouraging immigration:  slave labor, high cost of fertile land, & lack of knowledge of cotton cultivation by Europeans.

IV.  Southern Whites

a) A pyramid class structure based on slaveholding

1. Planter aristocracy on top  (1,733 families owning 100+ slaves)

2. "Lesser masters" 

· 255,268 of the 345,000 families in this grouping own less than 10 slaves.

· Most own 1 or 2 

3. Non-slaveholding whites


· represent ¼ of all southern whites

4. subsistence farmers:  "crackers, hillbillies, & clayeaters"  = 6, 120, 825 (3/4 of the white population) by 1860

· resent "snobocracy" of the upper classes, but are vigorous supporters of slavery

· Prevailing belief in racial superiority

· Goal of slave-owning -- Hey, it's the American Dream!

· Comfort of outranking anyone on the hierarchy of miserable lives.

5. "Mountain whites" in Southern highlands

· marooned in the Appalachians

· resent planters & slavery

· important for their support of Unionism during the Civil War

IV:  Blacks in Society

a) Free blacks in the South (essentially slaves without masters)

1. # = 250,000 by 1860

2. Modes of manumission differ

· Upper South:  many were freed following egalitarian impetus of the Revolution

· Deep South: many are mulatto children of planters, manumitted in wills, etc.

· some purchased freedom through savings

· Some black slave owners, e.g.,  William T. Johnson ("The Barber of Natchez"; New Orleans)

3. Status in Southern society

· Akin to a "third race"

· Cannot testify v. whites in court, barred from certain occupations, vulnerable to re-enslavement (must carry papers, etc.)

b) Free blacks in north

1. #'s = 250,000.

2. victims of anti-black prejudice and racial segregation

· barred from public schools, voting, and even residence in many northern states

· conflicts with Irish immigrants

3. The irony of the North-South dialectic

· frequent contact in south w/ blacks;  little or no contact in north

· in south, liked individual blacks (favorite slaves, craftsmen, wet nurses, playmates) but despise the race

· in north, claim to be the "friends" of the race, but much antipathy toward individual blacks (e.g, the mob attacks on of Frederick Douglass)

b) Plantation Slaves

1. #'s

· 4 million by 1860

· legal importation ends in 1808; population grows primarily from natural increase

2. Slaves are regarded as investments by most planters:

· $2 billion of southern capital sunk into slavery by 1860

· price of slaves quintuples from 1800-1860

4. The "black belt"

· almost 50% of all slaves live in "Deep South" (SC, FL, MS, AB) = the black belt

· these states all have black majorities or near-majorities

5. slave breeding

· not encouraged as a policy, but sale of children did happen

· "being sold down the river" -- sale from upper south plantations to lower south cotton plantations

c) Life under slavery

1. Conditions vary greatly, but certain commonalities:

· work from "kin to kint" (dawn to dusk -- from when they "kin' see until they kin't see")

· slaves kept in ignorance (9/10 are illiterate)

· no the minimum of civil rights and no political rights

· whippings

· paternalism v. authoritarianism

2.  Effect of slavery on black families

· Marriages not recognized

· Families often split as a result of bankruptcies or deaths (divided among heirs)

· "selling downriver" -- most common on small plantations and in the upper south

3. Maintenance of culture under slavery

· Households form, especially on larger plantations in the deep south

· Maintain continuity of family identity

· Oral traditions/skills passed

· Christianity = a mix of Christian and African forms

· Focus on the liberating messages of Christian theology

· "responsorial" style of worship = adaptation of the "ring-shout"

d) Forms of black resistance

1. work slowdowns

2. theft & pilfering

3. sabotage (arson, crop destruction, tool breaking)

4. runaways and rebellions

· Gabriel Prosser Conspiracy 1800

· Denmark Vessey Conspiracy 1822

· Nat Turner's Rebellion 1831

V:  Abolitionism
a) Early Abolitionism -- the Colonization Mov't

1. American Colonization Society (1817)

· Liberia founded in 1822

· 15,000 transported

b) Abolitionism in the 1830s

1. Influences

· British emancipation in 1833

· Great Awakening

2. Theodore Dwight Weld and the "Lane Rebels"

· Lane Theological Seminary (Cincinnati, Ohio)

· Rev. Lyman Beecher

· Weld expelled for arranging an 18-day debate on slavery

· American Slavery As It Is (1839)

c) Radical Abolitionism

1. William Lloyd Garrison

· The Liberator (1831)

2. American Anti-Slavery Society (1833)

· founded by Garrison

3. Wendell Phillips, abolition's "golden trumpet"

d) Black Abolitionists

1. David Walker -- Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World (1829)

2. Frederick Douglass -- Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass  (1845)

· depicts his life under slavery (son of a slave woman and a white father)

· teaches himself to read and write, and escapes to the north

e) Slavery in American politics

1. Abolitionists back a series of political parties

· Liberty Party 1840

· Free Soil Party 1848

· Republican Party 1852

VI:  The Slave Empire Strikes Back
a) Events securing southern support of slavery:

1. defeat of Virginia's emancipation proposals (1831-32)

2. Nat Turner's Rebellion (1831)

3. Nullification Crisis (1832)

b) Proslavery efforts to defend the "peculiar institution"

1. "Christianity and civilization" argument

2. defense of master-slave relationship as father-child relationship

3. myth of the happy slave v. the northern industrial worker

c) Government crackdowns on free speech

1. 1836 -- gag rule imposed in House

2. 1835 -- postmasters restrict transmission of abolitionist literature through the mails

· response to rioting in South Carolina where a mob burns abolitionist propaganda in the mails

VII:  Northern Reaction to Abolitionists
a) Most treat abolitionists as radicals:


1.  Northern economic interest in Dixie is significant

b) violence versus abolitionists

1. Lewis Tappan's house ransacked in 1834

2. Broadcloth Mob drags Garrison through the Boston streets in 1835

3. Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy killed in Alton, Illinois in 1837.

