AP United States History

Bailey, Chapter 20:  Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854-1861


I. Literary Attacks on the "Peculiar Institution"
a) Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) -- Harriet Beecher Stowe
1. Since Thomas Paine's Common Sense, the power of literature to impact public opinion in America has been obvious.  In the 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe published an anti-slavery (and, in particular, anti-Fugitive Slave Law) book, sells over 300,000 copies sell in the first year, and millions will sell as it is translated into numerous languages.  

2. The book described the dehumanzing aspects of slavery by describing slavery from the perspective of the slave.  

3. It also detailed the flight from slavery in highly dramatic terms and in doing so, pushed those in the middle of the slavery issue to shift towards opposition of the institution and the FSL.   

b) The Impending Crisis of the South (1857) --  Hinton R. Helper (1857) 
1. Helper was an anti-slavery North Carolinian who detailed how slavery hurt those in the South who didn't own slaves.  Hardly a friend of racial equality, his arguments nevertheless took hold--not in the south among poorer whites--but in the north, among the middle class.  

c) Both books became fuel at book-burning parties in the South.

II. Problems in Kansas threaten the Union.
a) Bleeding Kansas. 
1. Anti-Slavery emigrants pour into Kansas.

· The Kansas-Nebraska Act indirectly led to a dress-rehearsal for Civil War in the Great Plains.  Anti-slavery groups (such as the New England Emigrant Aid Company) helped finance the settlement of thousands of settlers who might vote (it's popular sovereignty there, remember?) to make Kansas a free territory.  

2. Pro-slavery forces react.

· Angered by this abolitionist influx, southerners tried (with less success) to promote immigration of slaveholders--an act which made little sense in the plains (the 1860 census revealed that of the 107,000 residents of Kansas, only 2 slaves lived there). 

3. Two governments in one state.

· In 1855, Kansas had to vote on a territorial legislature, and on the day of the vote, thousands of "border ruffians" from neighboring Missouri poured over the border and voted illegally, electing a pro-slavery legislature, which established a capital at Lecompton, KS.  

· The Free Soilers called foul, and established a second legislature at Topeka, KS.  Tension was mounting. 

4. Violence in "Bleeding Kansas" 

· In 1856, proslavery raiders attacked the free-soil town of Lawrence, Kansas (the "Sack of Lawrence") and burned an anti-slavery newspaper office.  In response, John Brown, a fanatical abolitionist from Hudson, Ohio, led a band of men in an attack on a small pro-slavery settlement at Pottawatomie Creek, KS.  There, they killed five men in their beds, hacking off their hands with machetes.  Following these raids, a civil war flared off and on in Kansas throughout 1856, destroying millions of dollars in property and costing scores of lives.

b) The Lecompton Constitution.
1. Kansas applies for Statehood:

· in 1857, enough settlers were in KS for it to apply for statehood…which it did.  The proslavery government (which was elected fradulently, but enjoyed legal status) struck first with a constitution to be submitted to the Federal government for approval. 

· In a complex legal maneuver,  the Lecompton government arranged to put the constitution up for a limited vote.  The people of Kansas did not vote on the whole constitution, but only whether it would be adopted with slavery or without slavery.  If the voters chose without , the constitution guaranteed that those owners of slaves in KS would remain protected. 

·  In protest, free-soilers boycotted the vote, and the Lecompton Constitution passed with slavery.  

c) The "Little Giant' slays the Lecompton Constitution.  
1. James Buchanan endorses the Lecompton Constitution.

· When the Constitution was submitted to the Congress, President James Buchanan, the Democratic successor to Franklin Pierce, bowed to southern pressure and endorsed the Lecompton Constitution.   

· The approval of the LC was blocked by Stephen Douglas, who saw the document as a blow to true popular sovereignty, and the Constitution was resubmitted to KS where the entire LC was submitted to the people for a vote.  The free-soilers carried the day and rejected the constitution.  It's interesting to note, the by blocking the LC, Stephen Douglas eroded any support he might have had in the south, a principled move when one considers the fact that SD had an eye on running for president in 1860.

d) Violence spills over to the Senate:  The Sumner-Brooks Incident.   

1. Charles Sumner and "The Crime Against Kansas"  

· During the summer of 1856, an abolitionist Senator from Massachussetts, Charles Sumner gave a heated speech called "The Crime Against Kansas" in which he hurled epithets at pro-slavery sympathizers, calling them "hirelings picked from the drunken spew and vomit of an uneasy civilization." Furthermore he derided South Carolina and its senatorial delegation which included Andrew Butler.   

2. Preston Brooks retaliates.

· On May 22, 1856, Preston Brooks, a SC Congressman (and Butler's nephew) crossed over to the Senate chamber and beat Sumner with an 11-ounce cane, until it broke.  

· Sumner fell to the ground, bleeding and unconscious--his injuries kept him out of the Senate for three-and-a-half years.  Southerners showered Brooks with new canes, and despite his resignation from the House, he was reelected.  Sumner, on the other hand, was re-elected despite being incapacitated, his seat remaining empty until his return.

III. The Birth of the Republican Party and the Rise of Abraham Lincoln
a) The Election of 1856.  
1. The Republican Party emerges 

· In 1856 a new party rises to challenge the Democrats and their nominee James Buchanan, pledging to halt the extension of slavery.

· Republican presidential candidate = Captain John C. Fremont .   

2. Factors contributing to the Buchanan victory

· The Know-Nothings and the moribund Whig Party adopted candidates, siphoning off Republican votes and handing the presidency to Buchanan easily.  

· The fact that Fremont was an illegitimate child (JB supporters added the finale "and free love" to the Republican cry "Free speech, free press, free soil, free men!  Fre-mont and victory!") 

· Fremont was a Roman Catholic.

b) The Dredd Scott Decision further divides the nation… 

1. Dredd Scott v. Sandford.  
· In March 1857, the Supreme Court ruled on a case that had been in the courts for years:  Dredd Scott v. Sandford.  Scott was a slave whose had traveled with his master (an member of the US Army) for five years.  During the time he had lived in Illinois and the Wisconsin Territory.  He argued that, since he had been a resident of free soil, he should be free, and sued for his freedom.  The court ruling (drafted by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney) declared that a) Dred Scott was a black slave and thus, not a citizen, and therefore possessed no legal standing to sue in federal courts.  Taney went so far as to say "the black man has no rights which the white man is bound to respect."  The case could have been dismissed there, but the decision went further, arguing that since a slave is property, he or she could be taken anywhere into free territory and held there.  

· The court declared that the 5th amendment protected property, and thus, Congressional measures such as the Missouri Compromise had been unconstitutional all along:  Congress had no authority to ban slavery, regardless of what the territories wanted.

c) The Rise of Abraham Lincoln. 

1. Lincoln v. Douglas in Illinois.

·  In 1858, Lincoln, an Illinois lawyer and one-term Whig congressman ran as a Republican against Stephen Douglas for the US Senate.  

· A capable orator, he had risen quickly in the ranks of the Republican party, despite a rather undistinguished career.  

2. The Lincoln-Douglas Debates.

·  A series of seven ensuing debates, collectively known as the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, Lincoln articulated his position on slavery, free soil, and the Dredd Scott decision.

· Lincoln's position called not for immediate emancipation, but for the halt of slavery's expansion.  He also did not believe in black equality.

· During the debates, Douglas adopted a position that became known as "The Freeport Doctrine."   in response to the question of what might happen if the people of a territory voted slavery down (in violation of the Supreme Court's ruling in Dredd Scott.  Douglas explained that, despite the Supreme Court's ruling in Dredd Scott, slavery would not expand against the will of the people in the territories.  If slavery were to be protected, it would have to be protected by laws passed in the territories--and this could not happen over the collective will of the residents of those territories.

3. Results of the Election

· Douglas wins, but Lincoln is thrust into the national spotlight.

· Douglas' positions (anti-Lecompton Constitution, defiance of Supreme Court's Dredd Scott ruling) serve to split the Democratic Party between North and South.

IV. Final Straws Break the Union

a) John Brown's Raid on Harper's Ferry

1. Brown develops a plot to invade the South, call on slaves to rise up, arm them, and establish a "free black state."

· Secures financial aid from some northern abolitionists and seizes the federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry.

· No general uprising insued for a number of reasons:  a) slaves had not been informed of the secret plot;  b) there were few large concentrations of slaves in Western Virginia to begin with!

· 7 killed; 10 wounded in the standoff.  Among the dead was a black slave who was running away to warn his master!  Captured by Col. Robert E. Lee.

2. The Trial of John Brown

· Insanity defense is rejected and Brown goes to trial, despite the fact that Brown's attorneys submitted 17 affadavits from his friends and relatives and the fact that 13 of his near relatives were insane!  The nut doesn't fall far from the tree.

· Trial and execution make Brown a martyr for the abolitionist cause.

· Brown remains dignified and courageous during the trial

· Speech from the scaffold;  last words: "this is a beautiful country."

3. Reactions to Brown's Raid:

· Embitters the south---encourages paranoia of abolitionist crusade.

· Association of Republicans with violent abolitionists, despite the condemnation of Brown by moderate party members.

· Brown elevated to the status of a martyr by radical abolitionists and free-soilers

· Emerson compares JB with JC
V. The Final Straw -- The Election of 1860
a) The collapse of the Democratic Party

1. Party meets in Charleston , SC to debate a platform and pick a candidate

· Douglas is the leading candidate from the Northern wing of the Party

· Southern "fire-eaters" regard Douglas as a traitor and most of the cotton states walk out.

2. Second convention held in Baltimore, MD.

· Dominated by Douglas-supporters, and again most cotton states walk out.

· Douglas nominated.

· Platform endorses popular sovereignty and opposed state interference with the Fugitive Slave Law.

3. Third convention (a rival convention) held by southern Dems in Baltimore

· Select the moderate Vice President, John C. Breckinridge (a Kentuckian).

· Platform:  favors expansion of slavery into the territories and the annexation of Cuba.

b) The Constitutional Union Party

1. A compromise party emerges

· Primarily moderate former Whigs or Know-Nothings who fear the impending collapse of the Union.

· Nominate John Bell of Tennessee

· "The Union, the Constitution, and the Enforcement of the Laws"

c) The Nomination of Abraham Lincoln

1. Republicans meet in Chicago

· Split in the Dem. Party greatly increases the chance for Republican success in 1860.

· Lincoln nominated on the third ballot

· W. H. Seward was the leading candidate, but viewed as "too controversial."

2. Lincoln's approach to slavery

· No abolitionist, favored cash compensation for slaveowners as late as February 1865!  Generally stayed quiet on the issue, as his positions were already on the record.

d)  Results

1. A minority, sectional president.

· 60% vote for someone other than AL

· polled no popular votes in 10 southern states, and only about 1.5% of the popular vote in the 11 states that seceded.

2. Analyzing the results:

· Would Douglas have won if the Democrats were not split?

· Did the votes in the 1860 election indicate a strong sentiment for secession?

· How bad of a situation did the election of 1860 really leave the south in?

· 5 of 9 Supreme Court members are southerners.

· The House and Senate were not controlled by the Republicans.

· Southern states were nearly 50% of the total states in the Union, therefore could effectively block any attempts to interfere with slavery via constitutional amendment.

VI.  The Collapse of the Union
a) The Secessionist Exodus 

1. South Carolina secedes in December 1860 by a unanimous vote of its legislature;  6 deep south states follow:  AL, MS, FL, GA, LA, TX

2.  Confederate States of America established February 1861

· The 7 states meet in Montgomery, AL

· establish the CSA

· select Jefferson Davis (member of the US Senate from Mississippi) as their president

3. all this happens during the Buchanan "lame duck" period (between Lincoln's election and his inauguration in March 1861)

b) The failure of Compromise

1. Senator James Henry Crittenden and the "Crittenden Compromise"

· Proposes the following amendments to the Consitution

· Slavery in the territories (existing and future) to be prohibited north of 36( 30'  but given federal protection south of that line.

· Once they become states, territories both north and south of 36( 30' may choose to be either slave or free.

· Compromise rejected by AL

· In direct contradiction of his platform (opposing slavery's expansion into territories)

· AL also fears this will encourage wars of territorial expansion southward (in order to capture more slave territory)

c)  The secessionist mentality

1. Angered by "despotism of number" -- growing political strength of the North

· Illustrated vividly by the Election of 1860.  

· Dismayed by the triumph of the "sectionalist" Republican party

2. Weary of northern interference

· Free-soil debate; abolitionists; Underground RR; John Brown, etc.

· "all we ask is to be left alone." -- Jefferson Davis. 

3. They did not expect the US gov't to respond militarily

· Too much dependence on southern cotton and markets;  an attack on the South would be economic suicide.

4. An opportunity to break southern vassalage to the North:

· An independent Dixie could have its own banking and shipping, trade directly with Europe, maintain low tariffs, etc.

5. A belief in self-determination:

· The southern section was like a little nation

· Has its own dialects, cultural norms, etc.

· Wants to rule itself…

· Parallel with the American Revolution.

6. Belief in constitutionality of secession

· 13 states voluntarily entered the Union; now 7 (later to be eleven) were voluntarily withdrawing from it.

7. Southern names for the Civil War:

· The Second War of American Independence

· The War of Northern Aggression.

