AP United States History

Bailey, Chapter 21: Girding for War: The North and the South, 1861-1865


I. The Practical and Constitutional Problems of Secession

a) Geographic impossibility

1. Lincoln's 1st Inaugural Address -- "Physically speaking, we cannot separate"

b) Political dilemmas

1. National debt

2. Federal territories in the South

3. Fugitive Slave law and the Underground Railroad

c) Foreign Policy quandaries




1.  European imperial  powers & the Monroe Doctrine

II. The Attack on Ft. Sumter, SC

a) Ft. Sumter, SC
1. federal fort dominating the Charleston, SC harbor

2. by April 1861, desperately needs supplies

3. Lincoln's decision to "provision" fort prompts SC forces to attack.

b) The impact of Ft. Sumter

1. Loss of the fort electrifies north

2. South "fired first" -- encourages 






    volunteers to respond to Lincoln's call for 75,000 troops

3. Call for troops prompts secession of Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and N. Carolina

III.  The Problem of the Slaveholding Border States

a)  The border states (MO, KY, WV, MD, DE) -- only slaveholding states to not secede after Ft. Sumter

1. The strategic importance of the border states

· population

· manufacturing

· horses and mules

· important waterways:  the Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessee Rivers

· buffer (particularly WV and MD) for Washington, D.C.

2. Lincoln's approach to the border states

· dispatch of soldiers to MD, WV, and MO to support Unionists

· public statements of war aims AVOIDS antislavery declarations: purpose is to "save the Union"

3. Western territories and Native Americans

· Confederate States (CSA) reaches out to Five Civilized Tribes, receives support from most 

III. Northern and Southern Advantages/Disadvantages at the Outset of War

a) Southern advantages

1. Fighting a defensive war on their own soil

· North must invade and conquer;  the South need only fight to a draw.

2. Better military leaders & soldiers

· Robert E. Lee - offered command of US Army, but becomes commander of the CSA

· "southerners were "bred to fight" - trained in riding and shooting from childhood

b) Northern Advantages

1. Economic advantages

· greater resources: the N was home to 3/4 of the nations wealth

· transportation links are well established:  3/4 of the railroads in the US are north

· south's lack of factories led to shortages of supplies…

2. Population

· N outnumbers S by a margin of 22 million to 9 million (of which 3.5 million were slaves)

· European immigration to North continues -- 800,000 arrive between 1861-1865.

IV:  "King Cotton"  fails to secure foreign aid

a) The Confederacy overestimated the power cotton would have in securing British aid

1. 75% of cotton supplies in British mills came from the South, but…

2. Surplus cotton from bumper crops in 1857-1860 sat in British warehouses

3. By the time GB begins feeling the pinch (1862), the US has already announced emancipation; GB will not support the south in a war over slavery.

4. Cotton supplies augmented from several sources:

· India and Egypt

· southern blockade runners

· Cotton seized by Union forces sold to GB




5.  Wheat and Corn from US were ultimately more important than cotton from the south.

V:  Foreign Crises during the Civil War
a) Anglo-American flare-ups

1. The Trent Affair (1861)

2. British shipyards produce Confederate commerce-raiders

· not considered warships because they leave shipyards unarmed--pick up guns later.

· e.g., the Alabama
·  built in GB, gets weapons in Portugese Azores; officered by Confederates, but crew is entirely British;  flies the Confederate flag, but never enters a Confederate port.

· "British pirate" sunk  64 union merchant vessels before being sunk itself in 1864.

· British-built commerce-raiders destroy about 250 US merchant ships throughout the war. 

· Alabama Claims:  In 1872, GB paid $15.5 million dollars in damages caused by commerce-raiders.

3. The Laird "rams" (1863)

· two CSA warships being constructed in the Laird Shipyard in GB. 

· the ships were designed to destroy Union blockading vessels, and probably would have!

· US threatens war with Britain if the ships are delivered--crisis is averted when the Royal Navy purchases the ships.

4. Problems in Canada

· southern agents plot raids into northern cities

· Irish-Americans launch failed raids into Canada in 1866 and 1870

· Britain, in order to strengthen Canada against American incursions, grants Canada quasi-independence in 1867 by creating the Dominion of Canada.
b) Franco-American tensions

1. Napoleon III sends an army to occupy Mexico City in 1863

2. Austrian Archduke Maximillian is installed as puppet emperor of Mexico
3. Napoleon III's gamble:  Union will fall, and a divided American won't be able to enforce the Monroe Doctrine…it didn't work and the French abandon support of Maximillian in 1867.

VI:  Lincoln and Davis
a) The inherent weaknesses of the Confederate government:

1. the Confederate commitment to "states rights" made it difficult to maintain a strong government

2. Jefferson Davis

· often at odds with his congress and public opinion

b) Lincoln and the United States

1. as head of a stable, fiscally sound, fully recognized and long-established government, had less trouble than Davis in leading.

2. Lincoln

· less-experienced than JD, but better able to interpret and lead public opinion.

VII:  Limitations on Wartime Liberties
a) Lincoln and the Constitution

1. Lincoln at times circumvented the Constitution in order to save the Union (generally with the consent of Congress)

· proclaimed a blockade

· increased sized of federal army (the constitution reserves this right to Congress under Art. I, Sec. VIII, para. 12)

· directs the Sec. of Treasury to advance $2 million to three private citizens for military purposes without appropriation or security.  (see Art I, Sec. IX, para. 7)

· suspends habeus corpus without congressional approval (see Art I, Sec. IX, para. 4)

· arranges "supervised voting" in the Border States,  suspends certain newspapers and arrested anti-union editors.


VIII: Raising an Army:  Volunteers and Draftees



a)  The Draft in the North

1. first nationwide draft passed in 1863

2. protests against the draft

· provisions of the draft allowed the wealthy to purchase 


    exemption for $300:  "$300-dollar-men"

· the NYC draft riots (1863)

b) Volunteer Soldiers in the North

1. 90% of all union soldiers were volunteers

c) Desertions in the North

1. 200,000 desert throughout the course of the war

2. "bounty jumpers" - desert and re-enlist in order to pocket bounties

d) The Draft in the South

1. adopted in 1862

2. exemptions could be purchased;  owners of 20 or more slaves also exempted

IX.  The Economics of War
a) Economics of War in the North

1. New taxes issued to raise revenues

· excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco

· the first income tax

2. Customs revenues increased through higher tariffs

· the Morrill Tariff (1861)

3. Greenbacks

· $450 million dollars printed;  not fully backed by gold, therefore value depends on nations credit

4. Borrowing

· $2,621, 916, 786 raised through the sale of bonds

· National Banking System instituted in 1863 to facilitate the sale of bonds and the distribution of greenbacks

b) Economics of war in the South

1. Union blockade chokes southern customs duties

2. Bonds totaling $400 million are issued

3. taxes raised, but opposition of states righters to this approach limits tax revenues to 1% of the total income of the CSA

4. Printed money

· more than $1 billion in notes printed

· inflation racked the Confederate economy, by the end of the war = 9,000% (compared to 80% in the North)

c) The Northern economic boom

1. The Civil War stimulated an economic boom in the north

2. Profiteering

· dishonest practices and "shoddy" manufacturing

3. Changes in manufacturing

· garment "sizes" and standards

· women drawn into industry in greater numbers

X. A Crushed Economic Kingdom

a) The South fights to exhaustion

1. the south had 30% of the total national wealth in 1860, 12% in 1870

2. per capita income of southerners drops during war from 2/3 of northerners to 2/5 of northerners

3. scarcity of goods and services
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