I. The Battle of Bull Run (July 1861)
a) Goal is to raise a Federal force, crush the rebels, take Richmond, and restore the Union 

1. 75,000 militiamen called up by AL after Sumter for 3 mo. enlistments.   Expects the war will end by then.

2. Goal is to raise a Federal force, crush the rebels, take Richmond, and restore the Union

· Still declares "no purpose, directly or indirectly to interfere with slavery…where it exists."

b) Defeat @ Bull Run

1. 30,000 Federals @ Washington = The Army of the Potomac under Gen. Winfield Scott 

· Enlistments will run out by August

2. AL orders an attack on the Army of Virginia @ Manassas Junction (near Bull Run Creek) -- 30 miles south of DC

· A spectator event -- "military picnic"

3. Union takes advantage, but CSA reinforcements arrive at the last minute via rail -- rally under Gen. "Stonewall" Jackson

4. Union retreat -- runs all the way back to D.C.

c) Shatters the illusion of a one-battle war.

II. McClellan & the Peninsula Campaign  (May-July 1862)
a)  General George MacClellan

1. a brilliant West Pointer;  "Young Napoleon"

2. a superb organizer and drillmaster

· but a perfectionist: the army is never ready

3. loved by his men: "Little Mac"

4. had what Lincoln called "a case of the slows" -- was too cautious

· partly the result of poor intelligence

5. Relationship with Lincoln is strained:

· Addressed Lincoln in a condescending and arrogant fashion.

· Lincoln:  "If you're not using the army, may I borrow it for a while?"

b) The Peninsula Campaign

1. Ordered to attack Richmond by AL

2. Mac decides on an amphibious assault on the peninsula between the James and York Rivers.

· 100,000 men land, take a month to capture Yorktown.

· Defended with sham defenses:  Quaker Guns

· Delay allows R.E. Lee time to fortify Richmond

3. Gen. Jeb Stuart -- CSA calvary wiz

· Goes on lightning raids in the Shenandoah Valley to threaten Washington

· Action makes Union divert reinforcements to protect the capital.

4. 7-Days Battles

· Lee counterattacks -- driving MacClellan back to the sea

5. Significance of the campaign

· If Richmond falls in 1862, the war ends without disruption of slavery

· Victory ensured the war would continue until slavery had been uprooted and the Old South destroyed.

· AL:  the CSA "cannot experiment for ten years trying to destroy the government and come back into the Union unhurt."

· Mac dismissed

III. A New Union Strategy Emerges: TOTAL WAR
a)  A six-part plan

1. Blockade the coasts (suffocate it)

2. Seize the Mississippi River (cut it in half and rip out its backbone) ( accompished by General US Grant from the North and Admiral David Farragut (captures New Orleans)

3. Liberate slaves (kick it in the crotch)

4. Send troops through GA and SC (chop it to pieces)

5. Seize the capital (decapitate it)

6. Engage the CSA army at every opportunity (grind it down)

b)  Antietam (September 1862)

1. after the 7-Days battles,  R.E. Lee begins a move northward.  

· Defeats the Union Army under Gen. John Pope at The Second Battle of Bull Run (August 1862)

· Invades Maryland with two goals in mind:

· a victory on "Union" soil will bring about foreign recognition

· Md and other border states will be pried from the Union

2. Antietam (Sept. 1862)
· MacClellan restored to command

· Soldiers discover Lee's battle plans wrapped around a packet of cigars.

· Engage R.E. Lee at Sharpsburg, Md.  -- 12 hour battle = the bloodiest day in the war

· Lee spared by last minute reinforcements arriving from Harper's Ferry, Va.

· MacClellan doesn't pursue Lee -- allows the Army of Va. to escape back across the Potomac.

· Ends in a stalemate

· Significances:

· Stops the string of CSA victories

· Takes Britain and France out of the equation.

· Both had been considering diplomatic mediation (which the Union would have rejected) and would have been likely to aid the CSA

· Secures the Border states

· Provides the "victory" Lincoln needed to issue the Emancipation Proclamation (Sept. 23, 1862)
3. Emancipation Proclamation

· To go into effect January 1863

· Frees slaves in rebellious states only

· Means there can be no negotiated finish to the war:  

· AL:  "The character of the war will be changed"

· Encourages runaways - Do-it-Yourself emancipation

· Flock to Union army

· Marks the death knell of slavery (13th Amendment in 1865 will complete the process)

· Reaction

· Moderate abolitionists:  e.g., Horace Greeley, applaud

· Radicals:  doesn't go far enough

· Democrats -- oppose the "abolition war"

· Desertions 

· 1862 elections go against the administration in NY, PA, OH, and IL

· Southerners:   guess!

· Abroad:  working classes support it!

IV. The Turning Point:  Gettysburg and Vicksburg
a)  More victories for Lee

1. Fredericksburg, Va. (December 1862)

· New Union commander General A.E. Burnsides launches an insane frontal attack on a strong position

· 10,000 northern soldiers killed - "Burnsides Slaughter Pen"

2. Chancellorsville, Va.  (May 1863)

· Another Union commander Gen. John J. Hooker defeated by Lee's smaller force

· Stonewall Jackson killed by his own picket line

b) The invasion of Pennsylvania (Gettysburg -- July 1863)
1. Goals

· A decisive blow would add to the clamor for peace (see p.477-478)

· May bring in foreign intervention

· Supplies

2. Gettysburg

· Union forces under another new commander:  George G. Meade

· 92,000 Union forces meet 76,000 Confederates

· Confederates take the town and force the Union to high ground

· Next two days mark two failed attempts to take the position:  Picketts Charge

· "high water mark of the Confederacy"

· last real chance for victory in the war

· CSA peace delegation on its way to Washington (Davis hoped it would arrive at the same time as news of Lee's victory)

· Attack fails, but Meade fails to pursue -- the war will go on two more years.

· The Gettysburg Address

· A two-minute speech by AL before a two-hour oration by a speaker no one remembers

· Speaks of the purpose and mission of "these United States" -- and refers to them in the singular (are dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.)

3. Vicksburg (July 4, 1863)
· US Grant had been leading the Union campaign in the west

· "Butcher" Grant -- for the #s of dead he inflicted on both sides!

· Seiges Vicksburg, the last CSA stronghold on the Missippi

· Falls July 4 1863

4. The Significance of Gettysburg and Vicksburg

· Quells northern opposition, especially in the "Butternut Region" of the old Northwest (the southern areas of OH, IN, IL) and KY and MO -- reopens the Mississippi to trade

· Marks end of any hope of foreign intervention

· Britain's intervention in the delivery of the Laird rams.

· France cancels a deal for selling 6 naval vessels 

V.  The Death of the Confederacy
a)  Grant in the East

1. Grant transferred to the Eastern theater where he strikes key victories, liberates the city of Chatanooga (then under seige) and drives the CSA out of Tennessee

2. Opens a window for an invasion of Georgia

· Grant made General of all Union forces

b)  Sherman's March to the Sea (Sept 1864)
1. William Tecumseh Sherman

· Ruthless

· Burns Atlanta, destroys supplies, rail lines, wharehouses, and cotton plantations from Atlanta to Savannah, then marches north to Columbia, SC, "the hell-hole of secession."

· TOTAL WAR 

c) Grant v. Lee in Virginia (1864-1865)

1. USG: "when in doubt, fight."

· Goes after Richmond with 100,000 men in May-June 1864

· the Battle of the Wilderness (May 1864):  USG:  50,000 casualties (almost as many men as in Lee's army!)

· Cold Harbor (June 1864):  USG lost 7,000 men in an hour!

· Petersburg (June 1864-April 1865)

· Appomatox Courthouse (April 1865)

