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Course Description

Advanced Placement United States History is a fast-paced and rigorous course designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to critically examine various issues in American History and relate them to events today. Because of the opportunity to earn college credit, dependent upon one’s performance on the AP exam (May 11, 2012 @ 8am) and your college’s admission standards, this course is considered a college-level course. Hence, the workload and required student responsibility reflect college-level expectations. In addition to the academic content, this class will work on developing the skills necessary to perform well on the AP exam and which will benefit you in your future academic pursuits. These skills include writing analytically, interpreting historical documents, evaluating history from multiple perspectives, public speaking and critical thinking.

The creation of our nation occurred only a few hundred years ago. The origins of the American Story will include many groups that inhabited the American continents for hundreds of years, as well as rival European nations fighting for supremacy that ultimately culminated in the rebellion of the thirteen colonies against the British Empire in 1776. While the study of our history includes dates and facts about Presidents and wars; our story is the story of legends, curses and folk tales that have originated here in the Americas during the past three centuries and have stood the test of time. Names like Washington, Franklin, Lincoln, and Roosevelt are synonymous with American History, but it is also the “common man’s” journey that makes our history captivating, tragic and beautiful.

Course Objectives

Students will:

· Master a broad body of historical knowledge
· Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology
· Use historical data to support an argument/position
· Have a sense of geographic literacy, political dynamics, economic patterns, religious influences, social and cultural trends, intellectual developments, and the influence of the arts
· Interpret and apply data from original documents (primary sources)
· Interpret and apply data from historical scholarship (secondary sources)
· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, and compare and contrast
· Work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems
· Write effectively to show a clear understanding of material and assignments
· Prepare for and successfully pass the AP exam
Class Text

Divine, Robert A. et al. America Past and Present (AP* Edition) 9th Edition, New York: Pearson Longman, 2011.

Supplementary Texts

These will be provided to the students through handouts and/or the class website.

Barbour, Michael K et. al. AP* Exam Workbook to Accompany America Past and Present (AP* Edition) 7th Edition. New York: Pearson Longman, 2005.

Fernlund, Kevin. Document’s For America’s History Volume 1: Since 1865 7th Edition. Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011.

Yazawa, Melvin. Document’s For America’s History Volume 1: To 1877 7th Edition. Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2011.

Historiography

A number of readers will be utilized to provide different interpretations of US History. These supplementary materials will enable students to fully grasp the concepts and information which will be on the AP exam. The list is also subject to revision.

Errico, Charles J. And Oates, Stephen B. Portrait of America Volumes 1-2 10th Edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth CENGAGELearning, 2012.

Madaras, Larry And SoRelle, James. Taking Sides: Clashing Views in United States History, Volumes 1 and II: The Colonial Period to Reconstruction, 14th Edition. McGraw-Hill, 2010.

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States, 1st Edition. NY: Harper Perennial, 1999.

Materials

I suggest you maintain a large binder divided by unit (keep at home) in which you collect all materials. It is mandatory that you keep and bring to class an organized small binder with dividers that just include materials from the current unit divided into the following sections:

· Unit/Chapter Study Guides
· Big Picture Questions
· Key Terms
· Timelines
· Lecture Notes
· Handouts
You are required to submit your Reading Journal in a folder dedicated solely to this task. BLUE or BLACK ink pens, pencils, paper, highlighters, post-its, flash drives, etc are also recommended.

Instructional Strategies

Although the amount of content we must cover dictates the frequent use of lecture, these periods will be supplemented with discussion and questioning. Additional strategies will be used including: document analysis, analytical reading, writing in various formats, debate, presentations, simulations, and collaborative and individual research.

Additionally in order to prepare for the AP* Exam, students will use:

· past AP multiple choice questions
· free response to outline and map essay answers
· past AP exam DBQs and FRQs to learn how to interpret and analyze historical documents
Continuous Assignments

·  Homework:
· You will always have something to read, either assigned that day or text that you are responsible for over the course of the unit. All readings must be done BEFORE the due date.
· Most writing and research will occur outside of class. However, time will be allocated in class for brainstorming and conference.

· Unit and Chapter Study Guides
· You will be given a Unit Overview and Chapter Study Guides.
· Unit Overview will include a timeline activity to complete which will be due the day before the unit exam
· Chapter Study Guides contain Key Terms
· Terms must be written in the notebook you bring to class every day
· Terms must be written in blue/black ink
· Define and state the significance of the terms
· No credit given for incomplete answers
· Due day before units exam
· Reading Journal:
· You must keep a reading journal, which serves both as a means to give you credit for your reading and as a resource for review and preparation for the exam.
· You are required to make an entry into the reading journal for each chapter of required textbook reading and each assigned primary document (PD).
· You will use a specific format for textbook chapters. Annotating or APPARTS is recommended for the PDs. A model of a textbook chapter and lists of reading journal entries are located on the website.
· The reading journal is due the day of each unit exam.

· Article Reviews
· In addition to the chapter readings, periodically you will be assigned supplemental reading that may be downloaded or read from the internet. You must read the article and complete the Article Review Worksheet which is found on the class website. These reviews will be due the day before a unit test.

· Quizzes and Unit Exams

· Brief quizzes are given on the reading assignments on a weekly basis. Why? To keep you honest! There is too much to cover by the teacher alone. You must do your part and there is no substitute for reading. These quizzes will consist of m/c questions and relate to the assigned reading. Please note these quizzes assess your reading, not just your ability to listen in class (i.e. material not covered in class may be on the quizzes)
· Unit exams will be given at the end of the unit and will replicate an AP exam (80 m/c, FRQ and DBQ). Some unit exams may be take home exams. Some of the material tested will not be covered in class. 



Grading/Assessments

Essay questions and past DBQs will be used as the basis for instructional lessons and units and as a means of formal assessment.
All essays and DBQs will be graded according to a generic form of the AP US History rubric that will be available on class website.

35% 
unit exams

30% 
writing assignments (quizzes, FRQs and DBQs) 

30% 
worksheets, presentations, reading journal, study guides

  5% 
class participation, group discussion

A 9-point holistic scale (converted to a 100 point scale) will be used for all FRQs and DBQs

· 9 = 110 points

· 8 = 100 points

· 7 = 94 points

· 6 = 88 points

· 5 = 82 points

· 4 = 76 points

· 3 = 70 points

· 2 = 65 points

· 1 = 1-60 points

· 0 = 0 points

Class Rules

1. Be Respectful. Be respectful to your teacher, classmates and yourself. I will not tolerate any disrespectful behavior.

a. Raise your hand if you have a question or wish to speak.

b. Stay in your seat unless you have permission.

c. Keep the classroom clean. Your desk and your surrounding area are your responsibility. Pick up all trash and place all textbooks neatly in the bookshelf before leaving class.

d. No food, gum or drinks

e. No cell phones or iPods, unless they are being used for class purposes
f. NO WHINING

g. Remember I don’t give you grades, you EARN them.

2. Be Prepared. I encourage class discussions and participation, but I expect everyone to:

a. Be in your seat and prepared when the bell rings…no exceptions.

b. Do not abuse your bathroom privileges or they will be taken away.

c. Bring your small binder and supplies to class everyday.

3. Be Here. Attendance is crucial. Since this is an AP course being in class is essential.

a. Getting work assigned during an absence is your responsibility

b. Assign yourself a “buddy” who makes sure to pick up handouts when you are absent and from whom you can get notes. Check the website for additional Powerpoints.

c. If you have an EXCUSED absence, you have one week to make up missed class work (including quizzes) for full credit.

d. If you have an EXCUSED absence the day something is due, you must turn it in the next class period. It is preferred that you send the assignment with a peer on the day it is due.

e. If you have an EXCUSED absence the day of an exam, you must make up the exam before or after school within 3 days. Exams cannot be made up after that date. Alternate format will be given for makeup quizzes and unit tests.

f. If you know you are going to be absent, please ask me about getting make-up work in advance.

g. Unexcused absences will result in a “0” for all missed assignments.

4. Be Honest. Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own.
a. All cases will be handed to the Administration for disciplinary action.
b. If you allow someone to cheat off of your work, you will also be held accountable for your actions.

5. Homework/Classwork

a. Policy

i. Homework is due at the BEGINNING of the class period. You may turn in assignments one day late for half credit.

ii. No assignment will be accepted later than one day late.

b. Notebooks will be randomly checked for a grade.

c. DBQs and Analytical Essays

i. A large portion of the AP exam consists of Document Based Questions and Free Response Questions. The purpose of these questions is to have students examine a number of different primary sources and to formulate and support an original thesis using background information and the sources provided.

1. You will be graded on the strength of your thesis, your organization and the support you provide to defend your argument.

2. Rubrics will be provided.

6. Class Participation

a. To earn an “A” for participation, you must attend and participate in all class periods.
b. Examples of Participation
i. Volunteering to read aloud
ii. Answering discussion questions
iii. Making a relevant comment
iv. Asking questions
v. Discussing current events and relating them to US History

The Structure of the AP U.S. History Exam

Multiple choice:

•
80 multiple choice questions

•
55 minutes

•
50% of the total exam

Five minute break between multiple choice and free response section

Free response section:

· 15 minute mandatory reading period

Document based question (DBQ)

•
45 minute suggested writing time

•
22.5% of total exam grade

Standard essay questions:

•
Answer one question each from two groups of two questions

•
35 minute suggested writing time for each essay

•
Each essay 13.75% of the total exam grade

•
Generally, the first group of questions will be pre-1865

•
Generally, the second group of questions will be post-1865
Course Outline and Design

12 themes will be identified , analyzed, critically thought about, written about and discussed:

American Diversity

The diversity of the American people and the relationships that exist among different groups. The roles of race, class, ethnicity, and gender in the history of the United States.

American Identity

Views regarding the American national character and ideas about American exceptionalism.  Recognizing regional differences within the context of what it means to be an American.

Culture
Diverse individual and collective expressions through literature, art, philosophy, music, theater, and film throughout U.S. history.  Popular culture and the dimensions of cultural conflict within American society.

Demographic Changes

Changes in birth, marriage, and death rates; life expectancy and family patterns; population size and density.  The economic, social, and political effects of immigration internal migration, and migration networks.

Economic Transformations

Changes in trade, commerce, and technology across time.  The effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and consumerism. 

Environment

Ideas about the consumption and conservation of natural resources.  The impact of population growth, industrialization, pollution, and urban and suburban expansion.

Globalization

Engagement with the rest of the world from the fifteenth century to the present: colonialism, mercantilism, global hegemony, development of markets, imperialism, cultural exchange.

Politics and Citizenship

Colonial and revolutionary legacies, American political traditions, growth of democracy, and the development of the modern state.  Defining citizenship; struggles for civil rights.

Reform

Diverse movements focusing on a broad range of issues, including anti-slavery, education, labor, temperance, women’s rights, civil rights, gay rights, was public health, and government.

Religion
The variety of religious beliefs and practices in America from prehistory to the twenty-first century; influence of religion on politics, economics, and society.

Slavery and Its Legacies in North American
Systems of slave labor and other forms of unfree labor (e.g., indentured servitude, contract labor) in Native American societies, the Atlantic World, and the American South and West.  The economics of slavery and its racial dimensions.  Patterns of resistance and the long-term economic, political, and social effects of slavery.

War and Diplomacy

Armed conflict from the pre-colonial period to the twenty-first century; impact of war on American foreign policy and on politics, economy, and society.

Big Picture


Many students see an AP US History textbook as an endless list of disconnected names, places, events and dates. When students learn to make the connections between facts and the main ideas, the comprehension of assigned reading will help create a framework for understanding.


One method of creating a framework for understanding is to provide students with a “Big Picture” question or statement at the start of each unit of study that helps the students read for meaning and understanding. They will be broad and open to interpretation.


At the beginning of each unit, I will create a “Big Picture” question or statement and you will write it down in the Big Picture section of your notebook. Throughout the unit, write thoughts about the answer to the question. There are no right answers. You will need evidence from the reading to support your answers.

UNIT 1: Colonial America pre-1492-1754

Big Picture:

How did the diversity of peoples, economics, geography and religion help create an American identity in the British colonial regions?


Themes:



American diversity, identity, religion, slavery and its legacies


Textbook:



Chapters: 1-4


Content:

Pre-Columbian Societies
Early inhabitants of the Americas
American Indian empires in Mesoamerica, the Southwest, and the Mississippi Valley
American Indian cultures of North America at the time of European contact
First European contacts with American Indians
Spain’s empire in North America
French colonization of Canada
English settlement of New England, the Mid-Atlantic region, and the South
From servitude to slavery in the Chesapeake region
Religious diversity in the American colonies
Resistance to colonial authority: Bacon’s Rebellion, the Glorious Revolution, and the
   Pueblo Revolt

Population growth and immigration
Transatlantic trade and the growth of seaports
The eighteenth-century back country
Growth of plantation economies and slave societies
The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening
Colonial governments and imperial policy in British North America

UNIT 2: Revolutionary America, Critical Period and Constitution (1754-1789)


Big Picture:

Between 1763 and 1776, British attempts to exert control over the colonies led to violent, organized, successful resistance.

The Articles of Confederation provided a reasonable and workable transition from the unitary system of British rule to the federal system established under the Constitution.


Themes:



American diversity, culture, demographic changes, economic transformations, globalization, war and diplomacy, slavery and its legacies


Textbook:



Chapters: 4, 5 and 6


Content:

The French and Indian War
The Imperial Crisis and resistance to Britain
The War for Independence
State constitutions and the Articles of Confederation
The federal Constitution

UNIT 3: Federalists and Jeffersonian Era (1789-1820)


Big Picture



Between 1789 and 1820, conflict over the increasing power of the national government created intensified sectional tension.

Between 1789 and 1823, geographic isolation allowed the United States to pursue a policy of selective involvement in world affairs

Themes:



Economic transformations, politics and citizenship, war and diplomacy


Textbook:



Chapters: 7, 8, 9 (p. 248-256, 262-270)


Content:

Washington, Hamilton, and shaping of the national government
Emergence of political parties: Federalists and Republicans
Significance of Jefferson’s presidency
Expansion into the trans-Appalachian West; American Indian resistance
Growth of slavery and free Black communities
The War of 1812 and its consequences

Compare major individuals, events in Federalist Era

Discuss states rights and federalism as they relate to this period

Describe a variety of perspectives on westward expansion

UNIT 4: The Age of Jackson and Manifest Destiny (1824-1850)


Big Picture

During the "Reign of Jackson," politics became more democratic, the power of the presidency increased, America became more optimistic and expansionistic, and sectionalism supplanted nationalism.


Themes:

American diversity, identity, culture, demographic changes, globalization, politics and citizenship, reform, religion, slavery and its legacies, war and diplomacy


Textbook:



Chapters: 10, 13 (p. 359-374)


Content:



Emergence of the second party system
Federal authority and its opponents: judicial federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and states’ rights debates
Jacksonian democracy and its successes and limitations

Forced removal of American Indians to the trans-Mississippi West
Western migration and cultural interactions
Territorial acquisitions
Early U .S . imperialism: the Mexican War

Describe the acquisition of territory from 1821-1860 and locate each acquisition

Discuss states rights and federalism as it relates to this period

Describe the effect of westward expansion in the culture of Native Americans

UNIT 5: Antebellum US (1789-1860)


Big Picture:
American reform movements between 1820 and 1860 reflected both optimistic and pessimistic views of human nature and society.

In what ways did development in transportation bring about economic and social change in the US in the period 1820-1860?


Themes:

American identity, culture, economic transformations, slavery and its legacies, reform, religion


Textbook:


Chapters: 9 (p. 256-262), 11, 12, 13 (374-384)


Content:
Beginnings of Second Great Awakening

Republican Motherhood and education for women

The transportation revolution and creation of a national market economy

Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social and class structures

Immigration and nativist reaction

Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton South

Evangelical Protestant revivalism

Social reforms

Ideals of domesticity

Transcendentalism and utopian communities

American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions

Describe how social, political, economic and technical changes affect the institutions of family, education, government, economy and religion

Explain the relationship between immigrants and the rise of intolerance toward various ethnic groups

UNIT 6: The Civil War Era and Reconstruction (1850-1877)


Big Picture:
The Civil War was caused by historic economic, social, and political sectional differences that were further emotionalized by the slavery issue.

The Civil War effectively determined the nature of the Union, the economic direction of the United States, and political control of the country.


Themes:
Identity, politics and citizenship, reform, slavery and its legacies, American diversity, war and diplomacy


Textbook:


Chapters: 14, 15, 16


Content:
Pro- and antislavery arguments and conflicts

Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty

The Kansas–Nebraska Act and the emergence of the Republican Party

Abraham Lincoln, the election of 1860, and secession

Two societies at war: mobilization, resources, and internal dissent

Military strategies and foreign diplomacy

Emancipation and the role of African Americans in the war

Social, political, and economic effects of war in the North, South, and West

Presidential and Radical Reconstruction

Southern state governments: aspirations, achievements, failures

Role of African Americans in politics, education, and the economy

Compromise of 1877

Impact of Reconstruction

Reconfiguration of southern agriculture: sharecropping and crop-lien system

The politics of segregation: Jim Crow and disfranchisement

Explain how sectionalism and the issues associated with it led to the Civil War.

Identify social, political and economic changes that resulted from the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Examine the economic, political and social status of African Americans during and immediately following Reconstruction.

UNIT 7: The Gilded Age: Politics and Industry (1865-1896)


Big Picture:
The Gilded Age fostered the consolidation of business, the government, and disadvantaged economic and social classes.


Themes:
Diversity, identity, culture, demographic changes, economic transformations, environment, globalization, politics and citizenship, reform


Textbook:


Chapters: 16 (469-471), 19 (p.548-550) 17, 18, 19 (538-548, 550-570), 20


Content:
Expansion of manufacturing and industrialization

Expansion and development of western railroads

Competitors for the West: miners, ranchers, homesteaders, and American Indians

Government policy toward American Indians

Gender, race, and ethnicity in the far West

Environmental impacts of western settlement

Corporate consolidation of industry

Effects of technological development on the worker and workplace

Labor and unions

National politics and influence of corporate power

Migration and immigration: the changing face of the nation

Proponents and opponents of the new order, e .g ., Social Darwinism and Social Gospel

Urbanization and the lure of the city

City problems and machine politics

Intellectual and cultural movements and popular entertainment

UNIT 8: Progressivism and Imperialism (1896-1917)


Big Picture:
From 1890 to 1918, the United States became increasingly active and aggressive in world affairs.

The Progressive movement partially succeeded in improving life for average Americans by curbing big business, making the government more responsive to the will of the people, and enacting social welfare legislation.


Themes:
Diversity, American identity, culture, demographic changes, economic transformations, environment, politics and citizenship, reform, globalization, war and diplomacy


Textbook:


Chapters: 24 (p. 690-696), 22, 23


Content:
Women’s roles: family, workplace, education, politics, and reform

Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson as Progressive presidents

Origins of Progressive reform: municipal, state, and national

Agrarian discontent and political issues of the late nineteenth century

American imperialism: political and economic expansion

Summarize the reasons for US involvement in the Caribbean and Latin America and its impact on selected nations and people.

Assess the social, economic and political ramification of US expansion between 1867-1914.

UNIT 9: WWI and the Roaring 20s (1917-1929)


Big Picture:
Disillusionment with the idealism of World War I led Americans to fear change and difference and to retreat into a superficial shell of self-satisfaction.


Themes:
Identity, demographic changes, economic transformations, politics and citizenship, reform, slavery and its legacies


Textbook:


Chapters: 24 (p. 697-717) 25, 26


Content:


War in Europe and American neutrality

The First World War at home and abroad

Treaty of Versailles

Society and economy in the postwar years


The business of America and the consumer economy



Republican politics: Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover



The culture of Modernism: science, the arts, and entertainment



Responses to Modernism: religious fundamentalism, nativism, and Prohibition



The ongoing struggle for equality: African Americans and women



Causes of the Great Depression



The Hoover administration’s response



Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal



Labor and union recognition



The New Deal coalition and its critics from the Right and the Left



Surviving hard times: American society during the Great Depression

UNIT 10: The Great Depression and WWII (1929-1945)


Big Picture:

The Great Depression and New Deal led to the expectation of government intervention to maintain the economic stability of the nation.


Between World War II and 1960, the New Deal philosophy that the government was a legitimate agent of social welfare became firmly embedded in the American mind.


Themes:

Demographic changes, American identity, politics and citizenship, reform, slavery and its legacies, war and diplomacy


Textbook:


Chapters: 26, 27


Content:


Causes of the Great Depression



The Hoover administration’s response



Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal



Labor and union recognition



The New Deal coalition and its critics from the Right and the Left



Surviving hard times: American society during the Great Depression



The rise of fascism and militarism in Japan, Italy, and Germany


Prelude to war: policy of neutrality



The attack on Pearl Harbor and United States declaration of war



Fighting a multifront war



Diplomacy, war aims, and wartime conferences



The United States as a global power in the Atomic Age



Wartime mobilization of the economy



Urban migration and demographic changes



Women, work, and family during the war



Civil liberties and civil rights during wartime



War and regional development



Expansion of government power

UNIT 11: The Cold War Era (1945-1990)


Big Picture:
The Cold War led the United States to pursue an ambivalent policy of confrontation, negotiation, and preventive maintenance between 1945 and 1970.

Disillusionment with the increasingly violent protest of the 1960s led to the entrenchment of conservative ideology between 1968 and 1992.

Themes: 


Diversity, American identity, culture, environment, politics and citizenship, reform, slavery and its legacies

Textbook:


Chapters: 28-32

Content


Origins of the Cold War
Truman and containment
The Cold War in Asia: China, Korea, Vietnam, and Japan
Diplomatic strategies and policies of the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations
The Red Scare and McCarthyism
Impact of the Cold War on American society
Emergence of the modern civil rights movement
The affluent society and “the other America”
Consensus and conformity: suburbia and middle-class America
Social critics, nonconformists, and cultural rebels
Impact of changes in science, technology, and medicine


From the New Frontier to the Great Society
Expanding movements for civil rights
Cold War confrontations: Asia, Latin America, and Europe
Beginning of Détente
The antiwar movement and the counterculture
The election of 1968 and the “Silent Majority”
Nixon’s challenges: Vietnam, China, and Watergate
Changes in the American economy: the energy crisis, deindustrialization, and the
service economy
The New Right and the Reagan revolution
End of the Cold War

UNIT 12: The Post Cold War Era (1990-Present)


Big Picture:
Following the breakup of the Soviet Union, America's foreign policy groped for ways to promote world peace with minimal U.S. involvement.

Technological developments between 1950 and 2000 radically altered the economic, social, and moral fiber of the nation.

Themes:


American identity, Diversity, economic transformations, globalization, culture

Textbook:


Chapter 33

Content:

Demographic changes: surge of immigration after 1965, Sunbelt migration, and the graying of America
Revolutions in biotechnology, mass communication, and computers
Politics in a multicultural society
Globalization and the American economy
Unilateralism vs . multilateralism in foreign policy
Domestic and foreign terrorism
Environmental issues in a global context

KEYS TO SUCCESS IN AP U.S. HISTORY

1.
Keep up to date with all reading assignments.  When you fall behind it becomes difficult to catch up.

2.
Pay attention to the dark-typed headings.  They give you clues of what to look for in each section. 

3. After you finish a section, be certain you can express the main idea the author had in mind.  This gives meaning to the factual information.

4. Sticky-note important concepts and facts in your textbooks.

5.
Become an active reader.  Ask yourself questions as you read and predict what is likely to happen next.  Make inferences.  That is, “read between the lines” and try to ascertain the larger purpose the author has in presenting this material.

6.
Do more than memorize what things are.  Understand information as a cause and effect of a broader trend or movement.  You should always seek to understand the connections between isolated bits of information and understand how and why they are part of a bigger picture.

7.
Begin studying for tests and quizzes early.  The volume of material makes it difficult to adequately prepare for assessments on the night before.

8.
Find your own method of taking meaningful class notes and review those notes each night.

9.
Take advantage of optional assignments to strengthen areas of weakness.

10.
Actively seek out help when you need it.  We want you to be successful both in class and on the AP Exam.  In order for that to happen we must work as a team.  We are here to help.

SOME FINAL THOUGHTS
By selecting to participate in a course like AP US History, a student instantly becomes a member of what could be called the “two percent club.” Only two percent of all high school students in the United States take the AP US History examination, and for joining this small group of scholars, a student is to be commended. It is important to note, however, that the AP experience is designed to be a college-level, challenging course. There are no guarantees with regard to grades. A student will not receive an A or a B in this course simply because he or she decided to take “the hardest history course.” Taking AP US History simply to “bump up one's GPA” will backfire. A student must be dedicated to reading, note-taking, and writing throughout the course of the school year in order to achieve at an A or B level.

Focus on the course material, not the grade. Focus on the process. Keep in mind, also, that the student who receives high grades in my course will not necessarily receive the top score on the AP exam, though the odds are good that they will. A good performance throughout the school year will translate into a sense of confidence that one has the skills necessary to conquer a rigorous one-day examination for which there is no adequate way to cram, but that doesn't guarantee that a student will receive a qualifying score on this one-time “mother of all tests.” The only guarantee that comes with this course is that it will be the most rigorous American history course that TERRA students will have the opportunity to take.

Reading is a necessity in the study of history. Reading should be done for the day assigned to complement the activities in class. Do not expect to gain a firm foundation reading the material the night before the test. One cannot rush through readings at the last minute and expect to grasp the more subtle aspects of the authors' arguments, and that is where some of the most important material is likely to reside.  Therefore, have the readings from the text done by the date assigned. I urge you to take notes as you read. Your textbook is a well written secondary source that is entertaining to read, and it will help “fill in the gaps.”

Ultimately, each student must put forth a college-level effort to earn high grades in this class. Nothing will be given to a student simply because of his/her enrollment in an college level course. Perhaps the greatest benefit in taking this course is that, being a high school student, one will still receive training and practice in the skills required for future academic success: time management and communication, both written and oral. You will also have available individualized instruction and assistance that one might need to succeed at such a demanding level, something most colleges can't offer. My goal is to provide each student with the best American history education that one could hope for, and in the process, give each student the confidence that will be needed to perform well on the AP Examination.

