Chapter 10

Mexico Outline

I. Contemporary Events


A. The 2000 Presidential Election



1. Election of Vicente Fox



2. Loss for PRI: First time in 60 years



3. PRI loses two-thirds majority in the Senate



4. PRI loses control of the Chamber of Deputies


B. Loss for the PRI



1. Oil Boom




a. Deception of Economic Prosperity



2. Salinas Presidency (1988-1994)




a. Corruption




b. Failing economy




c. High crime rates


C. Challenges for the Fox Presidency



1. High Crime Rates



2. Corruption



3. Economic Change



4. Poverty



5. Drug Trafficking



6. Urbanization



7. Criminal Justice System reform



8. Environmental Problems

II. Historical Perspective


A. Legacies of Colonialism



1. Indigenous populations



2. Spanish conquest



3. Church and State relationships




a. Hidalgo and Morelos as revolutionaries




b. 1857 and 1917 domination of power




c. “Cristero Rebellion” of 1920


B. Revolution of 1910 and the Aftermath



1. Overthrow of Porfirio Diaz



2. Francisco I. Madero



3. Emiliano Zapata



4. Pancho Villa



5. Role of the Caciques – local power networks


C. Presidency of Lazaro Cardenas (1934-1940)



1. Land redistribution



2. Petroleum nationalized



3. Presidency becomes primary institution of government


D. Era of Hegemonic Party Rule (PRI) (1940-1988)



1. Shaped by Lazaro Cardenas



2. Stable, resilient, adaptable, legitimate



3. PRI strategies of cooption and intimidation



4. Stress from economic crisis 1980s and Chiapas struggle 1994



5. Accusations of repression, human rights violations, 




responsibility for poverty & inequality



6. Eras of Salinas and Zedillo



7. Loss of the 2000 presidential election


E. International Problems and the USA



1. Labor problems and the Bracero Program



2. Investment and exploitation



3. Political entanglement



4. Economic interdependence and NAFTA

III. Political Culture and Socialization


A. Support derived from:



1. Revolutionary origins



2. Role in Economic Growth



3. Performance in distributing material benefits


B. Criticism of Performance


C. Socialization by:



1. Church



2. Non-governmental Popular Movements



3. Education


D. Political Participation



1. Ritualistic



2. Petitioning



3. Other forms outside electoral arena

IV. Political Structure and Institutions


A. Characterized by:



1. Three Branches of Government


2. Federalism with local Particularism




a. Political elite of Mexico City




b. Control through Revenue/Taxation



3. Historic centrality of decision-making within PRI


B. The Presidency (Presidencialismo)



1. Head of Government



2. Head of Party; Strong party discipline



3. Lack of Ideology: Pragmatic and flexible with set of goals 


including social justice, economic nationalism, restriction of the 

church in public life, freedom from self-perpetuating dictatorial 


rule



4. No-reelection principle; six-year term limits (sexenios)



5. Nominates successor through party



6. President’s “metaconstitutional powers” diminishing


C. Congress



1. Chamber of Deputies




a. 500 members – 300 elected in single-member districts, 




200 elected in proportional representation




b. Most important role in policy-making



2. Senate




a. 128 members – half elected from single-member 




districts, half from proportional elections


D. Importance of Federalism



1. Federal structure with 32 states and municipios


2. Central government controls taxes and distribution



3. State and local elections may or may not be more democratic



4. Extreme regional economic disparities impede federalism



5. Salinas’ National Solidarity Program (PRONASOL)

E. Recruitment



1. Camarillas and Clientelism




a. Patron-client relationships




b. Based on personal loyalty



2. Elite recruitment: Technocrats vs. Career politicians



3. Continuing importance of kinship ties



4. Near complete turnover in high offices over six years with 



presidential election



5. Party statute requires presidential nominee to have previously 


held elective office (1996)


F. Presidential-Legislative Relations



1. Usually divided but led by the President

V. Interest Representation and Political Control


A. Policy initiated in inner circle of presidential advisors


B. Interest representation within bureaucracy


C. Corporatist system; clientelistic and vertical segmentation



1. Confederacion de Trabajadores de Mexico



2. Confederacion Nacional Campesina



3. Confederacion Nacional de Organizaciones (currently Frente 



Nacional de Organizaciones y Cuidadanos, FNOC)


4. Confederacion Patronal de la Republica Mexicana


5. Consejo Coordinador Empresarial (CCE)


D. Operational system is vertical segmentation



1. No formal representation of church, slum dwellers, 



ejidatarios, teachers, or other broad-based social groups



2. Groups deal directly with bureaucracy



3. Obviates power of ruling party and legislature


E. New Attempts at Change



1. National Solidarity Program and Committee



2. Reorganization of PRI along territorial lines


F. Selective Repression and Control of the Media

VI. Political Parties and Elections


A. Parties



1. Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI)




a. 1929 President Plutarco Elias Calles




b. Goal after the revolution: to reduce violent conflict 



among contenders for public office and for consolidating 



the power of the central government at the expense of the 


personalistic, local, and state level political machines




c. Party an administrative organ and appendage of 




government, not truly an independent arena of political 



competition




d. No nominee ever defeated




e. Until 1994, unlimited access to government funds for 



campaigning




f. All the privileges of incumbency




g. Loss to PAN; 2000 presidential election




h. Dissident group the Corriente Democratica


B. Partido de Accion National (PAN)



1. Support from groups in opposition to the PRI



2. Support from urban, right, and church



3. Regional strongholds



4. Platform includes:




a. Privatization




b. Market-oriented economic policies




c. Closer ties with U.S.




d. Improved church-state relations




f. More authentic federalism



5. Originally led by Vicente Fox



6. Won legitimacy when Fox won 2000 election


C. Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD)



1. Support from left of center



2. Based in Michoacán, southern status, and Mexico City



3. Allied with PAN party to elect Fox in 2000



4. Allied with PAN party in Senate & House of Deputies (2000)


D. Other Parties: Partido Communista Mexicano (PCM), Partido 


Popular Socialista (PPS), Frente Democratico National (FDN)
VII. Government Performance


A. State assumed to be responsible for economic development


B. Indicators:



1. Absolute poverty declined



2. Drop in illiteracy



3. Lower infant mortality



4. Higher life expectancy


C. Increasing Inequalities



1. Rural-Urban



2. Regional inequalities



3. Personal inequalities


D. Government Expenditures



1. Low for social security, health, and education



2. Supported public expenditures on subsidies and 





infrastructure for private industry



3. Problems with debt service and restructuring economy


E. New goal of “Neoliberal Economic Development”


F. Controlling Population Growth & Creating Jobs



1. Successful in controlling new births



2. Low official unemployment



3. Underemployment problems




a. Contributes to illegal migration




b. 25 to 45 percent of workforce

G. Financing Development and Controlling Inflation



1. Tax effort among lowest in the world



2. Determined opposition from business community



3. Debt incurred during oil boom era



4. Debt restructuring 1990



5. Domestic public deficit



6. Use of value added taxes



7. Reduction in income taxes on wealthiest


H. Establishing Rule of Law

VIII. The Future of Mexico: Fox, Calderon, & Beyond
