Chapter 4
Interest Articulation
· The way for citizens and social groups to express their needs and demands to the government in the political system
I. Citizen Action

A. How Citizens Participate

1. Voting

2. Discuss Politics

3. Participate in Political Parties

4. Citizen Interest Groups

5. Sign a Petition

6. Protest/Demonstration

II. Interest Groups

A. Anomic Groups – spontaneous groups that form suddenly when many individuals respond to frustration, disappointment, or strong emotions.

· Spontaneous demonstrations, acts of violence

B. Nonassociational Groups – rarely organized, similar to anomic groups but are based on common interests and identities such as ethnicity, region, religion, occupation, or perhaps kinship.

1. Large, disorganized groups (collective action problems)

2. Small village or economic/ethnic subgroup

C. Institutional Groups – are formal groups and have other political or social functions in addition to interest articulation.

· Strength usually based on size of membership or income (Ex. Military-Industrial complex, Roman Catholic Church)

D. Associational Groups – formed to represent the interests of a particular group (Ex. Trade unions, ethnic and religious associations)

1. Organized/Procedural

2. Full-time professional staff

· Civil Society – society in which people are involved in social & political interactions free of state control and regulation
Anomic group – spontaneous group of working-class individuals living in the same neighborhood

Nonassociation group – working-class as a collective

Institutional group – labor department within the government

Associational group – labor union

III. Interest Group Systems

A. Pluralist Interest Group Systems

· Multiple groups may represent a single societal interest
· Group membership voluntary and limited
· Groups often have a loose or decentralized organizational structure
· A clear separation between interest groups and the government
B. Democratic Corporatist Interest Group Systems

· A single peak association normally represents each societal interest
· Membership in the peak association is often compulsory and nearly universal
· Peak associations are centrally organized and direct the actions of their members
· Groups are often systematically involved in making and implementing policy
C. Controlled Interest Group Systems

· A single group for each social sector

· Membership is often compulsory

· Each group is normally hierarchically organized

· Groups are controlled by the government or its agents in order to mobilize support for government policy

IV. Access to the Influential
· Channels of Political Access

1. Legitimate

2. Coercive

A. Legitimate

1. Personal Connections

4. Legislative lobbying

2. Mass Media



5. Government Bureaucracies

3. Political Parties


6. Protest/Demonstration

B. Coercive/Illegitimate

1. Protest/Demonstration

2. Political Violence

3. Political Terror Tactics

IV. Policy Perspectives on Interest Articulation

View Table 4.3 in Chapter

Interest Group Development

· Modernization

· Specialization

· Post-Material values

· Social Change

Forms of Citizen Interest Articulation

Form
Scope of Interest

 Degree of Pressure on Elites
Voting,
Broad, collective


Modest, but focused

Participation
decision on government


leaders and programs

Informal group,
Collective action focused

High Pressure


Social movement
on a common interest

Personal Interest
Normally deals with

Low pressure

Contact
specific, personal problem

Protest Activity
Highly expressive support
High Pressure


for specific interests
