Chapter 5

Interest Aggregation

&

Political Parties
· Interest Aggregation – the activity in which the political demands of individuals and groups are combined into policy programs.
· Interest aggregation also helps create a balanced government program, as competing goals must be compromised to produce a single governing program
· Patterns of interest aggregation linked to government stability as well as their ability to function and adapt
· Political Parties – important agents in interest aggregation
· In democratic system two or more parties compete to gain support for their alternative policy programs
· In authoritarian systems a single party or institution may try to mobilize citizens’ support for its policies
· Interest aggregation takes place within political parties: In authoritarian systems the process is frequently covert and controlled; interests are mobilized to support the government, rather than the government responding to public interests.
I. Personal Interest Aggregation
· Personal Connections

· Patron-Client Network – structure in which a central officeholder, authority figure, or group provides benefits to supporters in exchange for their loyalty

· Patron-client aggregation usually confined to the less economically developed countries

· Patron-client politics characterized by a static political system

II. Institutional Interest Aggregation
A. Associational Groups – operate to express demands and support political contenders such as political parties

B. Institutional Groups
1. Bureaucracies

· May negotiate with various groups to identify their preferences or mobilize support

· Desire to expand their organization often leads to creation of client support networks

2. Military Factions

· Special control of physical force aids in interest aggregation

III. Competitive Party Systems & Interest Aggregation

· Competitive Party Systems – primarily try to build electoral support
· Authoritarian Party System – seek to direct society
A. Competitive Party Systems & Elections

· In two-party systems both groups target the “center.”

1. Single-member District Plurality election rules – “first past the post”

2. Proportional Representation – the number of legislative representatives a party wins depends on the overall proportion of the votes it receives

Key Characteristics
· Party Platforms
· Voting/Voter Choice (Strong representation of interest aggregation)

· Voter/Electoral Participation
B. Classifying Competitive Party Systems

1. Majoritarian Two-Party Systems – either dominated by just two parties (U.S.) or they have two substantial parties and election laws that usually create legislative majorities for one of them (Britain)

2. Majority Coalition systems – where parties establish open pre-electoral coalitions so voters know which parties will attempt to work together to form a government.

3. Multiparty Systems – combinations of parties, voter support, and election laws that virtually ensure that no single party wins a legislative majority. Interest aggregation by party bargaining after the election is critical for shaping policy directions. (France & Germany)

· There is a degree of antagonism & polarization among the parties in the following systems.

1a. Consensual Party Systems – parties controlling the legislature are not too far apart on policies and have a reasonable amount of trust in each other and the political system. (The system itself is rarely threatened despite intensive bargaining)

2a. Conflictual Party Systems – the legislature is dominated by parties that are far apart on issues or highly antagonistic toward each other and the political system. (EX: Russia)

· Accommodative – system has characteristics of both consensual and conflictual political systems. (Consociational)

· Consensual Majoritarian Party Systems – (EX: U.S., Great Britain)
· Consensual Multiparty Systems – (EX: Norway & Sweden)
· Majoritarian Conflictual Party Systems – (EX: Austria 1918-1934)
· Conflictual Multiparty Systems – (EX: France, Italy, Eastern Europe, Russia)
*Although the number of parties affects the degree of stability, the degree of antagonism among parties is more important for political stability.

IV. Authoritarian Party Systems

· Aggregation takes place within the ranks of the party or in interactions within the business groups, landowners, and institutional groups in the bureaucracy or military

· Citizens have no opportunity to shape aggregation by choosing between party alternatives, controlled elections often exist

A. Exclusive Governing Parties
· Control over political resources by the party leadership

· No free activity by social groups, citizens, or other governmental agencies

· Totalitarianism – penetrates all aspects of society

· Power struggles may erupt in times of crisis, with leaders mobilizing backing for themselves and their positions

· EX: China, Soviet Union, North Korea, Cuba

B. Inclusive Governing Parties

· Recognizes and attempts to coordinate various social groups in the society

· Accepts and aggregates certain autonomous interests, while repressing others and forbidding any serious challenges to their own control
· Authoritarian corporatist systems

· Party attempts to gather various social groups under the party umbrella and negotiate with groups and institutions outside the party.

· Electoral authoritarianism (EX: Mexico, PRI)

V. Military & Interest Aggregation

A. Military Governments

· Control instruments of force

· Effective contender for power in post-colonial era

· Monopolizing coercive resources give military great potential power
· Military organized for downward processing of commands under threat of coercion

· Usually lack legitimacy

· Tend to create military or bureaucratic form of authoritarian corporatism (EX: Brazil 1960s-1980s, Argentina 1970s)
VI. Trends & Significance of Interest Aggregation

A. Trends
· Drift away from single-party systems

· Increase in competitive party systems and movement toward democracy

B. Significance
1. Narrowing of policy options

2. The pattern of polarization in the political culture often carries over to the policy making body. (Workings of government are often reflections of the interest patterns of a society)

3. Representations & adaptability of the government. (Stability)
