Chapter 1
Issues in Comparative Politics

I. What is Politics?

A. Politics – having to do with human decisions

1. Political Science – the study of human decisions

a. public

b. authoritative

· Politics inherently social, no such thing as political solitaire

· Political decisions always take place within community we call a political system
· Most social decisions however, made in private sphere

· Public vs. Private spheres/ Totalitarian vs. Democratic

· Authority – power vested in individuals or groups with expectations that decisions will be carried out & respected
· Those who have political authority – access to force and monetary resources, the “means of coercion”
· Politics refers to use of authoritative and coercive means – who gets to employ them and for what purposes
B. Governments & the State of Nature

1. Governments – organizations of individuals empowered to make decisions on behalf of a community

· Night-watchmen state

· Welfare State

· Police State

· Regulatory State
2. State of Nature – theoretical existence of the world if there was no government (Philosophical) (Nature of Man)

a. Social Contract Theorists

· Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau

C. Why Governments?

1. Community/Nation-Building

· political culture – fostered through homogenization by government’s.

2. Security/Order

3. Protect Property & Other Rights

4. Promote Economic Efficiency & Growth

· Public goods

· Externalities

· Susceptibility to Market failures

5. Social Justice

6. Protecting the Weak

D. When Government Becomes a Problem?
1. Critics of Government

a. libertarians – individualists who see society as composed of individual human beings with fundamental rights that must be protected.

b. anarchists – communitarians who believe governments and power leads to corrupt communities, oppression, & alienation

2. Destruction of Community

· Government creates “client society” and “patronize” it’s citizens

· Prevents human from forming bonds to maximize potential

3. Violations of Basic Rights

4. Economic Inefficiency

· Monopolies, Job Protection (Public v. Private)

5. Government for Private Gain

· Rent-seeking – self-interested political pursuit of private gain

· Rents – benefits created through government intervention in the economy

6. Vested Interests and Inertia

· Individuals, groups, or firms that benefit from specific government jobs, contracts, or policies have a “special” interest in existing government

· Once established, agencies and policies tend to live on far beyond their usefulness

Ex. Great Britain, House of Lords, made up of social groups that dominated society before the Industrial Revolution

7. Markets & Voluntary Coordination (Alternatives to Gov’t)
· Free Markets (Libertarians)

· Voluntary Coordination (Communitarians)

· Anarchists – transparent gov’t/ people make decisions

· Restricting government exist in economy (Deregulation of industries, ex. Transportation, Telecommunications)

· Gov’t regulation has been strengthened in protection of environment & children’s rights

II. Political Systems

A. Properties of Systems

1. Set of interdependent parts

2. Boundaries toward outside environment

B. Political Systems – a set of institutions, such as parliaments, bureaucracies, courts, that formulates and implements the collective goals of a society or of groups within it.

1. Rule of legitimacy preferred over rule of force.

a. Poor legitimacy results in public policy failure.

2. Outside institutions such as churches, schools, corporations, media, etc. makeup outside “environment” of political systems

*Comparative politics is the study of political systems through generalizations and comparison. STATES are key unit of analysis.

III. States
· Political systems that have sovereignty – independent legal authority over a population in a particular territory, based on self-determination. Sovereignty rests with political decision-makers.

a. Internal Sovereignty

b. External Sovereignty

· Sovereignty is never absolute, every state has constraints on their internal/external sovereignty
1. Nation-States – sizable and contiguous territories and a common national identity. (Treaty of Westphalia, 1648)

2. Nation-Building
a. Common language

b. Common education

c. Common religion

3. Supra-national Organizations
a. EU

b. United Nations (193 independent nation-state members)

A. Classification of States
· First, Second, Third World

· North & South

· Geographic Size & Location

IV. Building Community & Identity

· Conflict over national, ethnic, or religious ties.
A. States & Nations
· Nation – group of people with common identity
1. One nation, one state ( Japan, Sweden)

2. Multinational State ( US, Russia, Nigeria)

3. Nations w/o states ( Kurds, Basques, Palestinians)

B. Nationality and Ethnicity

· Groups that are physically quite similar but differ by language, religion, customs and historical memory (Serbs, Croats, Bosnian Muslims)

· Colonial legacies lead to ethno-religious conflicts (Hutus/Tutsis – Rwanda; Muslims/Hindus – Pakistan/India)

C. Language

D. Religious Beliefs & Fundamentalism

· Fundamentalism is backlash against modernity.
E. Cumulative & Cross-Cultural Cleavages

· When national, ethnic, religious, & linguistic differences systematically affect political allegiances and policies we refer to it as a political cleavage
V. Fostering Development

· Social & Economic Development
1. Gross National Product (GNP) – total economic output per person

2. Comparing Economies

a. Computed according to exchange rates of national currencies

b. Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) – differences in price levels from one country to another.

· Stats skewed regarding economies, underestimate goods & services produced and consumed in subsistence agriculture

3. Criteria for “developed” countries

· Lower percentage of population involved in agriculture industry

· Higher literacy rates & education levels attained

· Low infant mortality rates

· Higher life expectancy

· Communication media (More telephones, radios, TVs per person)

A. Economic Inequality

· Income distribution often varies significantly across regions of the same country

1. Industrialization & Economic Equality

· Industrialization & high productivity usually go along with equitable income distribution
· First stages of industrialization/modernization may actually increase income inequality – dual economy – rural sector & urban industrial/commercial sector.
· Inequalities will then tend to increase as education and communication spread
· Political instability results from growth of income inequality and awareness of it
· Income inequality tends to diminish in later stages of development, but it can not be taken for granted.
B. Population Growth, Economic Development, & Environment

VI. Securing Democracy, Human Rights, and Civil Rights

· Democracy – a political system in which citizens enjoy a number of basic civil and political rights, and in which their most important political leaders are elected in free and fair elections and accountable by the rule of law.
· Oligarchies – “rule of the few”, important rights withheld from the majority
· Totalitarian systems

· Democratization – currently is the movement of Third World countries towards democracy (3rd Wave)
· Democracy does not guarantee human rights and civil liberties for everyone
