APUSH 
FRQ Packet Project

Directions: You will complete a Core Structure Sheet for each of the following AP US History Free Response Questions. 
Colonial America

1. How did economic, geographic, and social factors encourage the growth of slavery as an important part of the economy of the southern colonies between 1607 and 1775?

2. For the period before 1750, analyze the ways in which Britain’s policy of salutary neglect influenced the development of American society as illustrated in the following:

· Legislative assemblies

· Commerce

· Religion

3. Analyze the ways in which TWO of the following influenced the development of American society:

· Puritanism in the 17th century

· The Great Awakening during the 18th century

· The Second Great Awakening during the 19th century

The American Revolution

4. Evaluate the relative importance of the following as factors prompting Americans to rebel in 1776:

· Parliamentary taxation

· Restriction of civil liberties

· British military measures 

· The legacy of colonial religious and political ideas

5. “Between 1783 and 1800 the new government of the U.S. faced the same political, economic, and constitutional issues that troubled the British government’s relations with the colonies prior to the Revolution.” Assess the validity of this statement

The Constitutional and Republican Era

6. Evaluate the relative importance of domestic and foreign affairs in shaping American politics in the 1790s.

7. “At various times between 1789 and 1861, Americans changed their position on the constitutional question of loose construction or strict construction as best suited their economic or political interest.” Discuss this statement with reference to any TWO individuals or groups who took positions on this constitutional question.
8. “Throughout our history, the Supreme Court has acted as a partisan political body rather than a neutral arbiter of constitutional principles.” Assess the validity of this generalization for the period 1800-1860.

9. Compare the expansionist policies of President Thomas Jefferson and James K. Polk. To what extent did their policies strengthen the United States?

The Era of Good Feelings

10. “In the period 1815 to 1860, improvements in transportation and increased interregional trade should have united Americans, but instead produced sectional division and finally disunion.” Discuss with reference to the impact of improved transportation and increased interregional trade on the Northeast, the South and the West.

Jacksonian Era

11. Analyze the extent to which TWO of the following influenced the development of democracy between 1820 and 1840.

· Jacksonian economic policy

· Changes in electoral politics

· Second Great Awakening

· Westward movement

12. “American reform movements between 1820 and 1860 reflected both optimism and pessimistic views of human nature and society.” Assess the validity of this statement in reference to reform movements in THREE of the following areas:
· Education

· Temperance

· Women’s rights

· Utopian experiments

· Penal institutions

13. Assess the moral arguments and political actions of those opposed to the spread of slavery in the context of TWO of the following:

· Missouri Compromise

· Mexican War

· Compromise of 1850

· Kansas-Nebraska Act

14. Compare the debates that took place over American expansionism in the 1840s with those that took place in the 1890s, analyzing similarities and differences in the debates of the two eras.

Civil War & Reconstruction

15. In what ways and to what extent did constitutional and social developments between 1860 and 1877 amount to a revolution?

16. Discuss the political, economic, and social reforms introduced in the South between 1864 and 1877. To what extent did these reforms survive the Compromise of 1877?

17. Analyze the economic consequences of the Civil War with respect to any TWO of the following in the U.S. between 1865 and 1889:

· Agriculture

· Labor

· Industrialization

· Transportation

The Gilded Age
18. “The reorganization and consolidation of business structures was more responsible for late 19th century American industrialization that was the development of new technology.” Assess the validity of this statement with specific reference to business structures and technology between 1865 and 1900.

19. To what extent and for what reasons did the policies of the federal government from 1865 to 1900 violate the principles of laissez-faire which advocated minimal governmental intervention in the economy/ Consider with specific reference to the following three areas of policy:

· Railroad land grants

· Control of interstate commerce

· Antitrust activities

20. Compare and contrast the attitudes of THREE of the following toward the wealth that was created in the U.S. during the late 19th century.

· Andrew Carnegie

· Eugene V. Debs

· Horatio Alger

· Booker T. Washington

· Ida M. Tarbell
