Manifest Destiny

- A term used by leaders and politicians in the 1840s to explain continental expansion by the United States 

- Coined by John L. O’Sullivan

Philosophy behind the Phrase

· Although movement was named in 1845, philosophy behind Manifest Destiny always existed 

· 1818 Andrew Jackson led military forces into Florida during the Florida crisis-ruthlessly punished the Seminal Indians for allying with the Spanish, destroyed Spanish forces, and captured several cities and forts

Reason: Florida was part of American territory; therefore, destiny intended that America should have it. 

Reason: why Americans were in Florida in the first place- another example of Manifest Destiny

a. Planter class of deep South, wanting more fertile land, without any political approval or permission, took over and started settling and planting Florida territories

b. Americans believed they had a right to any land they wanted 
Expansionist Presidents

Jackson:
· Most states east of Mississippi already rejoined Union, left Indians (125,000) stranded on lands whites wanted

· Jackson proposes in 1829 to transport Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles beyond Mississippi

· Indian Removal Act passed in 1830- “Trail of Tears” 

· 1823 Stephen Austin is granted tract of land in Texas and brings 300 white families to settle there

·  Much friction develops between Texans and Mexicans over immigration, slaves, religion, local rights

a. Alamo, led by Sam Houston
b. San Jacinto

· Jackson will not recognize Texas formally b/c of explosive slavery issue

Tyler:

· 1840’s dispute over Maine boundary (misleading peace treaty of 1783)

· Webster-Ashburton treaty in 1842 gave US 7,000 sq. mi. of the 12,000 sq. mi. of disputed land and 6,500 miles of Canadian land west containing precious Mesabi iron ore 

· Since 1836, Texas remained a Mexican province in revolt to be conquered later

· Texans forced to go to European nations such as GB and France for protection

Britain eager to control Texas and break up America by challenging the Monroe Doctrine

Polk 

· James K. Polk won presidency over Whigs in 1844( Tyler saw it as a go ahead to acquire Texas

· Arranged annexation by joint resolution because the needed 2/3 vote would never be secured in senate because of the slavery issue

· Texas become 28th state in 1845 after resolution passed

· Oregon country mostly wilderness- once claimed by Spain, Russia, GB, and US

· Russia retreats to 54 40’ line in 1824-25 treaties with US and GB

· British had a strong claim through the Hudson Bay co.

· Borders almost negotiated in Treaty of 1818 setting the line at 49th parallel, but the British wanted Columbia River and won’t give it up

Polk and Mexico:

· 1840’s Americans had “Oregon Fever” took Oregon Trail and overran the territory

· Britain and US continue to offer same parameters as in Treaty of 1818

· Britain realizes that Columbia isn’t the St. Lawrence of the West and proposes 49th parallel 

· Polk accepts, but NW states, the hotbed of Manifest Destiny, condemned the treaty - “Why all of Texas, but not all or Oregon?”

· Polk the expansionist was just beginning his acquisition of more land for the US

· Eager to buy California from Mexico, but situation was bitter in Mexico City

· Mexico had threatened war if US annexed Texas

· In 1845 Polk sends John Slidell to Mexico City to offer 25 million for California and land to the east

· Mexicans would not even see Slidell and his “insulting” proposition

· 1846 Polk orders Gen. Zachary Taylor to march from the Nueces River to the Rio Grande, provocatively near Mexican forces

· Polk about to declare war on the basis of:
1) unpaid claims 2) Slidell’s rejection

· Fortunately Mexico fired first with a loss of 16 Americans and Congress voted for war “Mexico or Death!”

· Polk explained that American blood had been shed 

· Whig congressman Abraham Lincoln with his “spot resolutions” demanded information on the exact location of bloodshed calling the war illegitimate and the president mendacious

· Mexican war ends in 1847 with an armistice 

· Santa Anna was paid $10,000- Polk furious recalls Trist

· Before leaving, Nicholas Trist also signed Treaty of Guadeloupe-Hidalgo in 1848 confirming American title to Texas and acquiring a huge expanse of land stretching west to Oregon

· Result: Mexican war was small but profits were huge( America now increased by about 1/3- an addition even greater than Louisiana Purchase

