Progressive Party Platform, 1912

EQUAL SUFFRAGE

The Progressive party, believing that no people can
justly claim to be a true democracy which denies
political rights on account of sex, pledges itself to the
task of securing equal suffrage to men and women alike.

CORRUPT PRACTICES

We pledge our party to legislation that will compel strict
limitation of all campaign contributions and
expenditures, and detailed publicity of both before as
well as after primaries and elections.

SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL JUSTICE

The supreme duty of the Nation is the conservation of
human resources through an enlightened measure of
social and industrial justice. We pledge ourselves to
work unceasingly in State and Nation for: The
prohibition of child labor; Minimum wage standards for
working women, to provide a "living wage" in all
industrial occupations; The general prohibition of night
work for women and the establishment of an eight hour
day for women and young persons; One day’s rest in
seven for all wage workers; The eight hour day in
continuous twenty-four hour industries; The abolition of
the convict contract labor system; substituting a system
of prison production for governmental consumption
only; and the application of prisoners’ earnings to the
support of their dependent families; Publicity as to
wages, hours and conditions of labor; full reports upon
industrial accidents and diseases, and the opening to
public inspection of all tallies, weights, measures and
check systems on labor products; Standards of
compensation for death by industrial accident and injury
and trade disease which will transfer the burden of lost
earnings from the families of working people to the
industry, and thus to the community.

COUNTRY LIFE

The development and prosperity of country life are as
important to the people who live in the cities as they are
to the farmers. Increase of prosperity on the farm will
favorably affect the cost of living, and promote the
interests of all who dwell in the country, and all who
depend upon its products for clothing, shelter and food.
We pledge our party to foster the development of
agricultural credit and co-operation, the teaching of
agriculture in schools, agricultural college extension, the
use of mechanical power on the farm, and to re-establish
the Country Life Commission, thus directly promoting
the welfare of the farmers, and bringing the benefits of
better farming, better business and better living within
their reach.

HIGH COST OF LIVING

The high cost of living is due partly to worldwide and
partly to local causes; partly to natural and partly to
artificial causes. The measures proposed in this platform
on various subjects such as the tariff, the trusts and
conservation, will of themselves remove the artificial
causes. There will remain other elements such as the
tendency to leave the country for the city, waste,
extravagance, bad system of taxation, poor methods of
raising crops and bad business methods in marketing
crops.

CURRENCY

We believe there exists imperative need for prompt
legislation for the improvement of our National currency
system. We believe the present method of issuing notes
through private agencies is harmful and unscientific. The
issue of currency is fundamentally a Government
function and the system should have as basic principles
soundness and elasticity. The control should be lodged
with the Government and should be protected from
domination or manipulation by Wall Street or any
special interests.

THE IMMIGRANT

Through the establishment of industrial standards we
propose to secure to the able-bodied immigrant and to
his native fellow workers a larger share of American
opportunity. We denounce the fatal policy of
indifference and neglect which has left our enormous
immigrant population to become the prey of chance and
cupidity. We favor Governmental action to encourage
the distribution of immigrants away from the congested
cities, to rigidly supervise all private agencies dealing
with them and to promote their assimilation, education
and advancement.

CONCLUSION

On these principles and on the recognized desirability of
uniting the Progressive forces of the Nation into an
organization which shall unequivocally represent the
Progressive spirit and policy we appeal for the support
of all American citizens, without regard to previous
political affiliations.



