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Declaration of War (1898)

the mour;n'ng public and political .

declaration of war from the S-ena.t,e
ressed the nation’s humanitarian
He said Jittle about the long-

President McKinley found it impossible to.rAesist

pressure for war against Spain. In requesting a

on April 11, 1898, he listed several concerns but :t

sympathy for the Cuban independence movement.
- range implications of war.

First. In the cause of humanity and to put dn
end to the barbarities, bloodshed, starvation, and
“horrible miseries now existing there, and which !
the parties to the conflict are either unable or un-
willing to stop or mitigate. It is no answer to -
say this is all in ahother country, belonging to an-
other nation, and is therefore none of our busi-
ness. It is specially our duty, for it is right at our 5
door. : - :

Second. We owe it to our citizens in Cubato -
afford them that protection and indemnity for life

" and property which 'no government there can or ‘.
" will afford, and to that end to terminate the con- - -
ditions that deprive them of legal protection. g

Third. The right to intervene may be justified !
by the very serious injury to the commerce, trade, -
and business of our people and by the wanton *
destruction of property and devastation of the !
island. - . -

_ Fourth, and which is of the utmost impoi- :
tance. The present condition of affairs in Cuba is !
a constant menace to our peace and entails upon 1.
this Government an enormous expense. With such |
a conflict waged for years in an island so near us :
and with which our people have such trade and '
business relations; when. the lives and liberty of
out citizens are in constant danger and their prop-
erty destroyed and-themselves ruined; where our .
trading vessels are liable to seizure and are seized
at our very door by war ships of a foreign nation;
the expeditions of filibustering that we are -pow-
erless to prevent altogether, and the irritating

~ questions and entanglements thus. arising—all
these and others that [ need not mention, with the
resulting strained relations, are a constant menace :
to our peace and compel us to keep on a semi-
war_ footing with 2 nation with which we are at
peace. ' ‘

‘These elements of danger and disorder already
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pointed out have been strikingly illustrated by a .
tragic event which has deeply and justly moved the !
American people. 1 have already transmitted to -
Congress the report of the naval couft of inquiry. :
on the destriiction of the battleship Maine in the o
harbor of Havana during the night of the 15thof * °
February. The destruction of -that noble vessel

has filled the ﬁal.ionél' heart
horror. '
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The oppressed Cubans revolted in 1895, and the Spanish commander, General Vale-
riano (“Butcher”) Weyler, tried io crush them by herding them {nito pesthole conceri-
tration camps. Atrocities on both sides were inevitable, bul the United States heard
little of Cuban misdeeds. The American yelloiv press, with Joseph Pulitzer's New York
World and Witliam Randolph Hearst's New York Journal competing in sensational-
ism, headlined lurid borror tales. The basic principle of the so-called new journalism
seemed to be "Anything to.Sell a Paper,” regardless of thé truth. A World reporter
wrote from Cuba that slaughtered rebels were fed to dogs and that children of bigh-
ranking Spanish families clamored for Cuban ears as playthings. The following edi-

{. foseph Pulitzer Demands Intervention (1’.897)
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torial in Pulitzer's World demanded action. What point or points probably made the :
heaviest impact on the American public?

How long are the Spaniards to drench Cuba with the blood and tears of her
people? . :

How long is the peasantry of Spain to be drafted away to Cuba to die miserably
in a hopeless war, that Spanish nobles and Spanish officers may get medals and
honors? o o '
How long shall old [Cuban] men and women and children be murdered by the :
score, the innocent victims of Spanish rage against the patriot armies they cannot :
conquer? . ' -

How long shall the sound of rifles in Castle Morro {in Cubal at sunrise proclaim ;
that bound and helpless prisoners of war have been musdered in cold blood? '

* How long shall Cuban women be the victims of Spanish outrages and lie sob-

bing and-bruised in loathsome prisons? , .

How long shall women passengers on vessels flying the. American flag be un-:
lawfully seized and stripped and searched by brutal, jeering Spanish officers, in vio-
Jation of the laws of nations and of the honor of the United States?*

How long shall American citizens, arbitrarily arrested while on peaceful and le-
gitimate errands, be immured in foul Spanish prisons without trial?* :
" How long shall the navy of the United States be used as the sea police of bar-
barous Spain? :

How long shall the United States sit idle and indifferent within sound and hear-
ing of rapine and murder? ) i

How long? .
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